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Avifauna and Characteristics of Populations of Major Bird Species
at Three Sites in the Southern Okinawa Island, the Ryukyu Islands
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Abstract

In order to know the fauna, species diversity and ecological characteristics of major
bird species in the Ryukyu Islands, I conducted line censuses at three sites in the Southern
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Okinawa Island. From these I selected 8 major resident breeders which were observed at most
observation days.

Species diversity of all birds observed differs in habitats of birds such as the residence area,
suburbs, parks in a city, crop fields and woods. That is, species diversity was high in residence
area and suburbs, following by crop fields and woods and the lowest in parks in a city. Large
flocks of feral pigeons were always observed in the parks and this caused to a lowest diversity
at this habitat.

Population densities of major species were higher in rural areas than in residence areas in
a city. From the seasonal fluctuation in population densities it was shown that Light-vented
Bulbul, Pycnonotus sinensis moved to residence areas and suburbs from their breeding area in
late autumn and winter to take foods such as vegetable crops. This behavior is considered to
correspond to Brown-eared Bulbul in the main land of Japan, Hypsipetes amaurotis amaurotis,
which migrates from breeding areas to southern regions in late autumn and stay there in
winter, feeding vegetable crops. Contrarily, the subspecies of Brown-eared Bulbul in Okinawa
Island, H. a. pryeri did not show such seasonal fluctuation, showing that this subspecies will
stay around breeding area through a whole season. This may be a prominent characteristic of
H. a. pryeri.

Keywords : Avifauna, Species diversity, Seasonal fluctuation of population, Southern area of

Okinawa Island, Pycnonotus sinensis
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On the Problem of Lands with No Known Owners in Okinawa
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Abstract

There is a certain amount of land in Okinawa that has no known owners. Two main reasons
account for the existence of such land. First, ownership became hard to determine as entire
families perished in the course of severe ground battles during the Second World War. Second,
public survey maps and land register files that local administrations use to trace the ownership
of particular plots of land over time were also destroyed during the war.

The purpose of this paper is to explain the key problems that arise from the continued
existence of lands with no known owners in Okinawa. It also considers how these problems
may be solved. In examining potential solutions, reconstruction policies created after the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of 2011 will be treated as an important reference point.

Key words : lands with no known owners, civil code, reconstruction policies
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Electronically recorded monetary claims system and the promissory note
—through reconsideration of the signature of the corporation as
the form of the endorsement of the promissory note—

NAKASONE Kyoko
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Abstract

Prior to enactment of the Electronically Recorded Monetary Claims Act, the Japanese
government conducted the “Okinawa Electronic Negotiable Instrument Empirical Experiment,”
which began in 2004 and concluded in March 2005.This Project provided considerable impetus
for the establishment of electronic monetary claims, whose use by small and medium-sized
enterprises was extensively anticipated from the outset, but practical application in Okinawa
did not proceed as quickly as expected.

This paper seeks to reanalyze the long-standing debate over corporate signatures as a
method of endorsement, an issue raised in regard to promissory notes which are still in use in

business.
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Report of useful plants in Sokoniya Nago-city, Okinawajima
—Oral story of Mr. SIMABUKURO Seibin—
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