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Post-tsunami Reconstruction in Sri Lanka:
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Post-tsunami Reconstruction in Sri Lanka:
an Analysis of Newspaper Content

Dileep Chandralal

The study attempts to critically examine different perspectives on the post-tsunami reconstruction effort, revealing
the exigencies of the disaster and human condition and the responses of the international community and a particular
culture towards them.
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1. Introduction

The Asian tsunami that rolled across the Indian Ocean with
deadly force on the December 26 in 2004 brought Sri Lanka
and other countries on the rim of the ocean into the center of
world attention. Looking at the disaster from the vantage point
of Sri Lanka where about 30,000 people, out of a population
of 20 million, died, and taking a rather discursive approach to
the reconstruction effort, this study aims to inquire not just
into obvious cases of affected lives and communities, but also
into the discourse used to represent them. I will analyze elite
newspapers as proxies of media coverage of the post-tsunami
recovery effort. The study attempts to critically examine
different perspectives on the reconstruction effort, rather than
recording quantitative facts regarding the extent of the
disaster, the measures of relief work or the progress of the
reconstruction effort.

Content analysis is regarded as an appropriate method for
dealing with textual materials (Bauer 2000). However, rather
than relying on classical content analysis theory, 1 will adopt a
broader, semantic and discourse-based approach, drawing on
contemporary rhetorical theory. Semantic dimensions
focusing on the denotative and connotative meanings of texts,
the undertones or overtones conveyed by the words, images

and messages created through emphatic words and colorful

paragraphs, all of which allow us to make valid inferences, are
taken into consideration. Furthermore, the themes and
valuations extracted from texts are observed as discursive
configurations motivated by implied sender-audience
contexts. This approach will explicate how texts are mediated
by contexts. The expression of contexts, in turn, will reveal
the practices taken by different sectors, sections or groups, the
responses of the affected communities or opinion leaders, the
tensions between different social groups or camps and the
rhetoric of reconstruction, rehabilitation and development.
The text corpus selected for the analysis has the extent of
destruction brought by the Asian tsunami on Sri Lanka and
post-tsunami construction as its social context in a wider
sense. The context does not represent a monolithic entity. In
terms of the origins of text producers, it can be divided into
two large areas: one area includes the representation and
expression of the local community and the other that of
foreign participants. Crosscutting these divisions, at the
background level, there was a wide range of interest groups
such as governments, political organizations, independent
bodies, NGOs and activists, academics and professionals,
social workers, and individual volunteers. The selected texts
may vary along these lines of interests in terms of their way of

recording of events, values and attitudes, rules and norms, and
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scope of conflicts and arguments, etc. Although the
represented discourses inherently invoke a consideration of
differences reflecting writers' loyalties to different social
groups, they also may invite the recognition of similarities
arising from discursive practices.

Although it is possible to make some informed guesses
about the focus of inference by seeing the text as a medium of
appeal, that is, how the texts inform people, how they form
people's opinions influencing their attitudes, and how they
reinforce stereotypes, etc, this study will not cover this
extended aspect. Instead, I have confined my research to the
description of the manifest communication contents: the focus
of the study will be how the text producers, strongly backed
up by their respective social contexts, produced the texts and
messages, depicting different worldviews and bearing
different results for agenda setting. Thus the specific subject to
be explained consists of how the texts and the discourses in
newspapers recorded and portrayed the post-tsunami
rebuilding effort, projecting the voices of different
communities, organizations and groups.

My text corpus consists of, mainly, newspapers
published during the year 2005. A period of one year was
thought of as an appropriate period for depicting individual or
collective reflections of, and responses for, the tragedy itself.
Moreover, it was during this period that national and
international media were bursting at the seams with
continuous deliberations, ideas and arguments on post-
tsunami reconstruction. Since my purpose is neither to detect
changing patterns or shifting emphases nor to identify and
evaluate relative achievements or progress of the
reconstruction, I did not establish the text corpus as an open
system which allows texts to be added continuously.

While thus keeping the temporal dimension restricted, I
thought to leave the text corpus wider, in terms of space,
representing the Asia-pacific region, Europe and U.S.A.,
which allows us to observe diverse news sources as well as

audiences. This will also help scrutinize how the perspectives

on reconstruction vary according to societal imperatives,
social institutions and values they uphold, leading to divergent
public perceptions and selective policy processes.

Our data base was limited to the mass medium of
newsprint. In sampling and recording text units, the main
technique utilized was manual scanning of newspaper hard
copies on a daily basis. While the substantial amount of
articles collected represented a good cross-section of national
and international dailies, they included all news formats
normally used in elite newspapers such as reportages,
interviews, commentaries, editorials and reviews.® After
examining all the articles, several variables were chosen as
preferred themes depending on their relevance, frequency and
the importance attached to by their editors. Depending on the
source, most news stories can be considered as reflecting not
only the values of the official newsroom but also public

perceptions representing different segments of people.?

2. Analysis

In the wake of the tsunami, the Sri Lanka government took
some key decisions to rapidly mobilize relief, creating a
central body for coordination of relief, the Centre for National
Operations (CNO). While the country was awash with
international aid money and supplies from the days and weeks
after the tsunami, soon the government attracted widespread
criticism for its sluggishness, particularly in the pace of
transition from emergency relief to reconstruction. It appeared
that reconstruction work was hampered by bureaucratic
inefficiency, corruption, lack of coordination and confusion,
especially caused by the new land-use rules. How the
bureaucratic red tape and incompetence on the part of the
government was responsible for the chaos and confusion
surrounding the rebuilding effort was a favorite subject-matter
for reportage in both local and international newsprint. The
Washington Post (March 9, 2005:12) and The times (June 26,
2005:14) carried lengthy articles with photos and maps on

their feature pages for world news.
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Soon after the tsunami, the government declared that no
reconstruction is allowed within 100 meters of the coastline,
creating a buffer zone to protect against future disasters.
Although there were several articles in local newspapers by
environmental scientists hailing the government rule and
emphasizing its importance,”” many reports and interviews
quoted politicians and aid officials claiming that the rule was
not practical. In this regard, it is important to consider some
guidelines included in the Tsunami Recovery Professionals
Network Statement issued by the International Development
Network of the Royal town Planning Institute, London. The

Statement emphasized:

The right of all communities that wish to rebuild their
settlements on the original locations should be recognized.
Well-meaning proposals to declare a ban on settlements within
a specified distance from the coast may create more problems
than they solve. Relocation often destroys communities and the
social support systems vital for their regeneration. Many
households will lose their livelihoods. Pressure on land and
therefore land prices will rise in areas where relocation is
concentrated. Any relocation should be voluntary and
households that chose to remain should be made aware of the

benefits and risks involved. (The Island, February 17, 2005)

Newspapers also revealed how the new rule sparked a
controversy by favoring wealthy businessmen and hotel
owners over fishermen and other traditional coastal dwellers
and that the government was unable to clarify the rules in a
convincing manner. Ironically, the tsunami-affected fishing
community in the eastern province requested the government
to set out a 500-meter coastal buffer zone instead of the
already stipulated 100/200 meter limit so that they can
continue their job as fishermen while living 500 meters away
from the sea coast (The Island, March 1, 2005).

According to an Information Department press release

issued in October 2005, however, the government reviewed its

100/200 meter buffer zone stipulation by reducing its original
limit. This situation showed there were no agreed criteria or
policy on how land will be allocated to beneficiaries.
Decisions on settlements were taken without consulting with
affected communities or caring for local needs. The
reconstruction process including the issue of relocation of land
and housing and township planning was conducted from the
center level without giving appropriate decision making
capacity to the local level.

The incompetence and inefficiency of the government
was contrasted with the speed and efficiency demonstrated by
the rebel group of Tamil Tigers (Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, or LTTE). The headlines "Tamil rebels bring
discipline to relief effort” (AP news, The Daily Yomiuri,
January 4, 2005) and "Tamil Tigers direct relief effort: In
ruined town, rebels outperform government officials in aid,
cleanup" (The Washington Post, January 5, 2005) are
suggestive of carefully textured stories. AP news from
Kilinochchi in northern Sri Lanka with the starting line of "In
times of crisis, envy the authoritarians” continued as follows:
"Veterans of a long guerrilla war, the Tamil rebels who
control northern Sri Lanka moved with military precision to
help victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami" (The Daily
Yomiuri, January 4, 2005). The rebels' performance was
described by the writers as a breathtaking display of precision,
planning and coordination. After adding a comment by "a
British doctor who watched the maneuver in amazement", the
writer makes explicit the contrast with a different scene:
"Meanwhile, in the south, the government was struggling to
cope while politicians argued over who was in charge. From
the field came isolated reports of corruption and hijacking of
relief trucks."

The Washington Post (WP) news also focused on the
contrast: "While international aid agencies, and to a lesser
extent the Sri Lankan government, have each played a role in
reviving this part of the country, aids experts say that most of

the credit for the surprisingly well-organized relief effort goes
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to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a guerrilla movement
of the ethnic minority that controls large chunks of the north
and east.” Both articles eulogized over the rebels' activities
without leaving much space for readers to think over the
difference between relief efforts with contrastive backgrounds,
one under a democratic government and the other under an
authoritarian rule. However, the WP news provided some
background information helpful for understanding the
contrast: for instance, the people in the north have been
displaced a great deal before and the area was relatively well
prepared for a natural disaster since, being in a war zone, it
has been starved of resources relative to the rest of the
country.

As to counterbalance the picture, the WP (January 23,
2005) published a news item in narrative style choosing a 34-
year government employee as the main actor. The background
of the story is related to an isolated fishing village called
Sarvodayapuram belonging to the Pottuvil administrative
division on Sri Lanka's hard-hit southeastern coast. Story
begins by saying that the waves had just destroyed his home
and office, left much of his village in ruins and killed 13
relatives, including his mother and sister. Despite all this
personal and communal devastation, he braved to shoulder the
primary burden of running relief efforts for the 430 families he
served as chief administrator in the village.

With this background situation, the events begin to
unfold in a fascinating way: "Working out of a relative's
home, getting around on a borrowed bicycle, the diminutive
civil servant makes an unlikely disaster relief coordinator. He
has scant training in emergency preparedness, is prone to
emotional outbursts and is deeply suspicious of foreign aid
groups, which he accuses of insensitivity to local needs.” The
writer has tried to attract readers' attention to the caring mind
and respect for local needs on the part of the actor despite the
scarcity of resources and lack of training he suffers from. With
the phrase "unlikely disaster relief coordinator”, the actor is

posited against a situation deemed to be most likely in Sri

Lanka or any other third world country, for that matter. The
writer evaluates: "By most accounts, however, Razik(the
government servant's name) has put in an admirable
performance.” The moral of the story, as the writer himself
explicates, is loud enough: "In this regard, his story shows
how individual officials, with abundant if not always well-
coordinated international aid, are in many cases improvising
effective local responses to the tsunami, helping to avert the
outbreaks of diseases and hunger that health experts had
feared might follow the initial disaster.”

Then, the writer stops to make a comparison with the
central government's response: "Taken as a whole the Sri
Lankan government's response has had some obvious
shortcomings. Although the situation has improved since a
crisis center was established under the office of President
Chandrika Kumaratunge, aid officials say the relief effort has
been plagued by poor coordination." Though the writer
mentions that in part, such problems reflect the damage that
was inflicted on the institutions of government itself barring
efficient relief work, the overall picture with the hero's story is
drawn against the odds of the central government.

At the end of the story, however, the writer does not
forget to make another comparison, this time with
international aid workers: "In any case, Razik perseveres. One
afternoon last week, he looked on a bit forlornly as a brand-
new four-wheel-drive, filled with French aid workers, rolled
past on its way to the relief camp that is his primary
responsibility. Razik had business at the camp, too, but he has
had no transportation since the tsunami claimed his
motorcycle. Eventually he found someone to lend him a
bicycle and pedaled off through the rice paddies in the
direction of the displaced families.” With this powerful
imagery employed by the writer, as he initially intended to
draw, the diminutive civil servant turns out to be the unlikely
relief coordinator with much dedication towards displaced
families.

Another story that appeared in the World Report section
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of Los Angeles Times (January 17, 2005), covering the space
of one and half page and including very impressive photos,

vividly profiled a village community in the Sri Lankan

southern coast. The article titled as "A community remains

intact" described how the village people recalled their trauma
and loss from the tsunami, but the instinct to rebuild remained
stirring amid the wreckage. The writer begins by introducing
the village as a very ordinary town. According to him, Dewata
is a place whose "locals are sometimes lost to say what's
special about their town." In the second paragraph, the reader
gets the sketch of how the Times staff writer is going to
portray it. "Eventually, though, it dawns on them. What they
cherish about Dewata is something they take for granted - the
bonds among the neighbors, the willingness to help when
someone's in trouble. In other words the extraordinary
connections people forge in an otherwise ordinary town."
Moreover, people live together here sharing their limited
resources regardless of different religious denominations: "It
is a kind of place where Buddhists and Muslims share their
food on feast days."

Towards the end of the story, there is a comment by a
local, though not a native of the place but one who moved
there two years ago from the north, which adds validity to the
story: he "has observed a certain strong-spirited side to the
people of Dewata. They are much less passive than other Sri
Lankan communities, he says, which could shorten the time
they need to regain their bearings." Though it is not clear how
they are 'much less passive' than other communities,
nevertheless, this technique helps characterize the community
in an objective fashion. The words are powerful when put
through a new-comer who has lived there long enough to
understand the village life rather than directly expressing as a
narrator's view. Further, the writer or narrator subtly evades
the responsibility of being committed to the idea by using the
phrase "less passive" rather than "active".

After adding a brief critique of the slow pace of

government's recovery work and defects of relocation policy

process, the writer hails the town as a model for "those trying
to figure out how to make something out of nothing after
losing so much." "At the main intersection, besides the town's
only gas station, M.S.B. Ruzuan has set up a roadside stall
selling tea. He's using a pot salvaged from the wreckage, a fire
fueled by debris, a wind guard of corrugated tin and a
retrieved table under a handmade sign that reads "The
Tsunami Tea Room"." The way the story ends evokes a more
positive image of the community: "1 realized there wasn't a
single place to have a tea, so I started this up with stuff I
scrounged from the ruins,’ says Ruzuan, 30, whose fruit stand
across the street was washed away. 'Given how sad everyone
is, you need a bit of a laugh. We can rebuild, maybe better
than before, and I hope this encourages people to get out

there." Again it is not clear how Ruzuan's tea room can
provide customers with a bit of a laugh; maybe it serves not
just tea, but also as a meeting place for local people. However,
the writer has used a local actor cleverly to project a very
optimistic image of a tsunami-affected community.

While the ravaged local towns or town officials were
greeted with acclamation, on the other side of the coin, there
was a government that had to survive the waves of ruthless
criticism. The May 28 editorial of the Daily Telegraph was
sharply critical towards the Sri Lankan government, putting it

as "Sri Lanka's shame".

Five months after the tsunami, as Peter Foster reports today,
more than 100,000 Sri Lankans are living in tents or huts with
leaking tin roofs that bake them during the day and soak them
at night. And who is to blame for this state of affairs? Not the
charity workers, nor the United Nations, nor the international
aid agencies. It is the fault of the Sri Lankans' own government
and its wretched public officials. (The Daily Telegraph, May
28)

It concludes: "There is only one way to solve this
problem, and that is to hold up the Sri Lankan government to

the ridicule and contempt of world opinion." However, further




T4UV—T FrUFI5—)U: RUSYALSBTEBRESEOIT 21 =57 BRESE R

inquiring into different news articles revealed that there were
some other blameworthy sections, too. There appeared news
reports claiming that many NGOs who received large funds
from international organizations for reconstruction work did
not use them for the purpose. Critics pointed out that donors
were slower to spend the money than to raise it. Of the $2
billion or so in promised aid that the government of Sri Lanka
was tracking, only $1 billion had actually been handed over,
and only $ 141 million of that has been spent (The economist,
Dec. 24-Jan. 6 issue, 2005). The government was quick in
finding fault with local NGOs. While welcoming the interest
shown by both the national and international NGOs, in
participating in the post-tsunami rehabilitation and
reconstruction efforts in Sri Lanka, the Ministry of Finance
and Planning reminded that it is imperative to ensure effective
use of resources, transparency and accountability. Towards
this end, the ministry requested all the NGOs to send to its
Director General of External Resources the necessary
information such as details of ongoing and proposed projects
and estimated cost, sources of funding and audited accounts
and financial statement (Sunday observer, February 6, 2005
and Daily News, February 10, 2005). Thus, issues of
transparency, accountability and monitoring of funds were
raised in relation to NGOs.

International NGOs and charity organizations also
showed their ineptitude in evaluating local needs. The AP
news from the southern city of Sri Lanka, titled as "Tsunami-
hit Sri Lanka struggles with unusable aid", said that "seven
weeks after the disaster, no one knows what to do with some
supplies piled up at government buildings, aid agencies and
refugee camps”, and highlighted the common plea made by
authorities, aid workers and the displaced, "no more clothes
and bottled waters, please" (The Daily Yomiuri, February 13,
2005). The report pointed out the mismatch in concrete term:
"In a country where most people wear flip-flops or sandals,
some boxes held only used shoes, including soccer cleats,

boots and silver evening shoes with 10 centimeter heels."

It was also pointed out that most of the unusable supplies
were from individual donors, small overseas charities or
private companies whereas large aid agencies routinely
conducted surveys before sending aid, or linked up with local
nongovernmental groups to assess needs. However, according
to some reports, even the Professional Relief-Givers (PRG)
were unable to understand or assess the local needs (The
Sunday Island, July 17, 2005).The report on "Mismatched
tsunami aid problem" in Los Angeles Times emphasized that
what tsunami victims were receiving did not reflect the most
effective use of resources. The report quoted humanitarian
groups saying that some of the relief goods is inevitable, given
the huge gap in culture, distance and lifestyles between well-
intentioned donors in wealthy countries and impoverished
refugees on the ground. To prove the fact, the reporter
mentioned that aid shipments had included items that are not
only extravagant by local standards - including expensive
organic bath gels and body lotions - but from such a different
cultural world as to be strange and unusable to impoverished
Sri Lankans.

While one news report (AP news), referring to one of the
most unlikely supplies sent in, disclosed that local aid workers
were nonplussed to see packs of Viagra among the relief
goods, another (Los Angeles Times) saw a different aspect of
the problem and described that sometimes it was more of a
case of what was not being sent than what was. For example,
it revealed that no one had shipped women's sanitary products,
which were in urgent need. This shows that the concern
expressed by the authors of the World Disasters Report was
very realistic: the needs of women were often neglected
because many of those assessing their problems were men
(The Times, October 9, 2005). Another writer (The
economist) showed his or her eye for detail by mentioning that
"aid agencies had bombarded fishermen with offers of new
boats, but no one had paid to rebuild the factories that used to
supply the ice to preserve their catch." The report also

mentioned that no one seemed to have spent much time
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thinking about interim measures such as building temporary
shelters to replace tent camps during the long wait for
permanent housing (The economist, Dec. 24, 2005-Jan, 6,
2006 issue).

According to The Times article on October 9, 2005, The
World Disasters Report, written by independent experts and
commissioned by the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies, had uncovered another aspect of
the disaster. Look at the following two paragraphs that the

Times article begins with.

Tsunami relief efforts were hampered by rivalries between
charities, the vast sums donated and the failure of the United
Nations to coordinate help, says a report published last week
by the British Red Cross.

The devastation and chaos caused by the waves that hit
southern Asia meant that many charities duplicated aid but
neglected some of the worst-affected areas. Some aid agencies,
eager to raise their profiles, concealed information about the
disaster rather than share it with rival organizations, the annual

World Disasters Report claims. (The Times October 9, 2005)

While highlighting the report's claim that the UN failed
to coordinate and unite its own agencies, let alone the other
organizations, the article also quoted an Asia specialist with
Christian Aid disagreeing with the report's criticism of the
UN's failure to co-ordinate agencies.

Some writers did not forget to reveal how aid workers
lapped up the luxury available amidst confusion and chaos.

One writer recollects such encounters in the following way:

For many of the people who earn their living in disaster zones,
the tsunami operation was an anomaly, an embarrassment of
riches that at times produced an atmosphere bordering on the
frivolous. Particularly in Sri Lanka, with its lush tea plantations
and palm-lined beaches, aid workers used to roughing it in the
African bush could not help but marvel at their frontline
quarters in boutique hotels and comfortable guesthouses, many

of which were far enough inland to have escaped damage.

One official with a nongovernmental group told me that
the incongruous nature of the operation came home to him a
few nights after the disaster in the hard-hit Sri Lankan city of
Galle. A veteran of natural disasters and war zones around the
world, he was standing in the buffet line of a five star hotel
when a French aid worker of his acquaintance sidled up, almost

guiltily, "Try the sushi".

The writer has carefully selected words depicting the aid
worker as having sidled up, almost guiltily, to try sushi, which
helps to maintain a suitably restrained tone for the article,
beneath the humor.

We can also observe a conflict between professional aid
workers and amateur volunteer workers working in disaster
zones, with reports expressing considerable ambivalence
about the contribution made by inexperienced volunteer
workers. It is widely known that the wider publicity given to
the disaster and the relative ease of access brought an awful
lot of agencies and individual volunteer workers to the disaster
zones; some of them whom came without much planning and
experience, no doubt, caused duplication of work. The World
Disaster Report noted that some local emergency services
became furious at "disaster tourists" taking the place of
doctors (The Times, October 9, 2005). Another report tried to
evaluate their service as having a significant impact on the
emergency relief effort in the immediate aftermath of the
tsunami (The Washington Post, November 16, 2005).
According to the writer, although they were disparaged as
"tsunami tourists" by some professional aid workers, they
made an important contribution because they were able to
short-cut government rules and regulations that often seemed
to tie larger organizations in knots. Though his attitude
towards amateurs seemed to be appreciative, his depiction of
one of the amateur volunteer workers was very biased and
helped reinforce the old stereotypes of men's physical

appearance. Observe the following piece of narrative:

They certainly lent a colorful aspect to the disaster zone. At a
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small restaurant near Arugam Bay in January, I met a muscular
Briton whose bare upper torso was covered in tattoos and knife
scars. Grabbing a piece of chicken off my plate and stuffing it
into his mouth, he told me he was a construction worker who
had been passing the winter in the Indian beach resort of Goa
and, more and less on a whim, traveled to Sri Lanka after the
tsunami to help out. When I asked if he had a background that
prepared him for aid work, he replied with a deranged grin, "I
have a history of violence." A few days later I saw him digging
a well. (The Washington Post Outlook, November 16,
2005:17)

First, the word "colorful” is ambiguous and bears dubious
connotations. This is collaborated by the physical features the
writer has chosen to focus on, such as "muscular” body with a
"bare upper torso ...covered in tattoos and knife scars". Then,
the reader's attention is drawn to the actor's behavior:
"(g)rabbing a piece of chicken from the narrator's plate and
stuffing it into his mouth", all have connotations of an
untamed behavior attributed to a blue-collar worker. Finally,
his motives for coming to this land and his personal history
are revealed with an uncharitable attitude in which the writer's
preoccupation with correlations of personal morality, personal
history and unsolicited social work becomes explicit. It is
"with a deranged grin" that the actor, to us, the writer as well,
makes explicit his (his)story of violence. By ending the story
with "A few days later I saw him digging a well", the writer
has dramatized the story, bringing out a perceived unlikely
event.

Again, The Washington Post (May 29, 2005) carried a
detailed news story, reported from the east coast of Sri Lanka
(written by the same writer), about a young female college
graduate from U.S. arriving there two months after the
tsunami with fresh hopes and good intentions to work in an ad
hoc recovery effort and another young woman, an intensive
care nurse, who came from the Australian city of Darwin, both
of whom to find themselves disappointed, facing repeated

setbacks. Though known derisively in professional aid circles

as "tsunami tourists”, as the writer mentions, they seemed to
prefer the term "guerrilla aid workers". The description sounds

convincing:

With limited resources and no experience in relief work, the
freelancers have struggled in the face of obstinate
bureaucracies, profiteering local businessmen, tensions
with mainstream aid groups and resistance from villagers,
most of whom remain too fearful of another giant wave —or too
dependent on aid donations —to leave their refuge camps and
return home.

The first-time aid workers have watched in dismay as the
school they helped to rebuild has lost students because many of
its teachers have failed to show up for work. They have also
endured the hardships of life without electricity or running
water, and moments of agonizing self-doubt. (The Washington

Post, May 29, 2005:9)

The writer also mentions that the other woman, the nurse,
wearily described how a 90-minute argument with a local
lumber supplier over the terms of a delivery had reduced her
to tears. However, her particular dismay was at the tepid
reaction of residents to the group's housing initiative. While
the group had offered to build simple wooden homes for
refugees who wished to return to the village, provided they
demonstrated their seriousness by contributing $50 - in cash or
labor - of the $350 cost, most preferred to remain in the
crowded camps.

The writer has pointed out that not only incompetence
and bureaucracy on the part of the government but the
passivity, lethargy and the sense of dependence of refugees
also have been responsible for confining thousands of them
into sweltering temporary camps. It might be hard for
enthusiastic freelancers to understand the passivity of these
people during the short period they were staying there. As far
as I noticed, none of local news papers dared to mention of
this aspect of Sri Lankan society even in a scant way. That is
where outsiders' perspectives become 'significant others'.

While showing why the reconstruction work has been
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sluggish as reflected in newspapers, it should be reminded at
this point - to make justice to all the actors, narrators and
stakeholders - that the post-tsunami reconstruction had been
seriously challenged by the sheer scale of the devastation
itself. The tsunami killed about 31,000 people in Sri Lanka out
of its population of about 20 million. Initially about 800,000
people were displaced, following the destruction and damage
of about 119,000 houses. Many others lost their possessions
and livelihoods. It is noted that around one third of the
affected population depended on fishing, before the tsunami,
for their livelihood.” The high scale of death and devastation
has generated plenty of land disputes and inheritance disputes.
Skilled labor, building materials and rehabilitation staffs were
in short supply. Even though it was reported that no one died
from outbreaks of disease, lack of clean water or starvation
linked to the tsunami, the uneven livelihood impacts of the
disaster, security threat to the vulnerable groups and the
dangers posed to the daily lives of large numbers of
marginalized people spread in uncountable measures in the
affected areas. "Even at this early stage, the impact on families
differed according to their levels of income and the size of
their personal assets, with the poorest suffering most from the
disaster," an AP news from Colombo quoted Oxfam.

Under this situation, it was necessary to adopt a pro-
active approach towards equitable relief work and promote a
balanced reconstruction process. Public sector was bound to
show strong skills for negotiations, supervision and
coordination, whereas private sector and non-government
groups were expected to promote a bottom-up approach
strengthening consultation and information networking. I fact,
without such a co-existence policy, vulnerable sections of the
society seemed to be exposed to further dangers.

Showing this naked exposure of vulnerable sections in
the post-tsunami society, both local and international news
papers addressed the question of protecting children in
tsunami-hit area with particular attention. How women and

children become vulnerable and are prone to harassment in the

aftermath of calamities was shown by disclosing several
alleged cases of abuse and attempted rape of children in the
wake of the tsunami. An AP news from the southern city of
Galle reported that "since the Dec. 26 tsunami, authorities
have received many reports of sexual abuse - including attacks
on children - at refugee camps and elsewhere" (The Daily
Yomiuri, January 9, 2005). The story began with a telling
remark: "She survived the tsunami, only to suffer the brutality
of her rescuer." It included an interview with a teenager who
was raped on a river bank even though her father, mother and
seven other relatives had been killed by the waves. A case of
attempted rape appeared in The Times (January 9, 2005)
which told the sad story of another survivor, a 17-year old girl,
whose grand father tried to molest her at the temporary
shelter. The AP news quoted a report compiled by the
Coalition for Assisting Tsunami Affected Women: "The
heightened vulnerability of people in these areas ... has created
situations in which women and girls have become more likely
to encounter violence."

The program coordinator for UNICEF who was
interviewed by the Times reporter (January 9, 2005) had said,
referring to a wider aspect of the problem: "It is not just health
care, food and shelter that we must provide for vulnerable
children. We must make sure we protect them from being
exploited, whether from pedophiles or illegal adoption
agencies. We know from bitter experience that they are not
slow to exploit surviving children." In this regard, measures
taken by the government institutions such as the Probation and
Child Care Services Department and Children and Women's
Bureau of the Sri Lanka Police were considered as important
(Daily News, February 17, 2005).

" While the local media were quick to reveal the LTTE's
attempts to recruit children as soldiers to compensate for
cadres lost in the disaster, they seemed to have paid scant
attention to the overall problems and the scale of the
devastation brought by the waves in the North and East, where

people had been battered by the 20-year civil conflict. The
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complexities of the reconstruction effort were widely evident
in this area because their recovery, both physical and
emotional, was aggravated by conflict-related problems. Since
there have been cases of internally displaced persons living in
camps over a decade, the ensuring of equal distribution of aid
was a difficult task. Mostly it was the foreign correspondents
that paid quick attention to such complexities (see, for
example, Washington Post (January 23, March 9 and May 1,
2005) and AP news (The Daily Yomiuri, January 4, 2005).

Another great challenge to the reconstruction effort, as
pointed out by newspapers, was non-existence of will or non-
use of proper or available channels for communication across
different sections and between different levels, both ways, up
and down. Most tsunami-affected people seemed not informed
adequately either of their entitlements or of the government's
relief measures and policies. Discussions and hearings with
the affected people were not conducted before taking
decisions and making policies. Announcements made through
the mass media did not reach relief camps, creating an
atmosphere for rumors and suspicions. The most affected by
this communication failure were disabled people who were
subsequently prevented from accessing the emergency
registration systems. According to a news item on The Island-
Sunday Edition (February 20, 2005), a consortium of
Disability Organizations had launched 'Access for All'
campaign to promote the inclusion of disabled people in all
relief, reconstruction and development programs in the wake
of the tsunami. A spokesperson for the organization criticized
the situation, blaming NGOs for not sharing information
available within different groups. His frustrations were clear:
"No one has so far collected data on disabled people who have
been affected by the tsunami and a long-term rehabilitation
program had not been introduced for their welfare" and
further, "relief and rebuilding plans have not been given any
emphasis to reach and fulfill basic and specific needs of many
affected disabled persons."(ibid)

News papers had also initiated a dialogue on the

importance of inclusion of ethnic minorities in the
reconstruction process. Whether actual or perceived, there had
been a sense of victimization more ore less prevailing among
the members of different ethnic groups. According to an AP
news report, U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan toured Sri
Lanka, within two weeks after the tsunami, visiting her
southern and eastern coastlines that took the brunt of the
tsunami impact, "But he did not accept an invitation by the
Tamil Tigers to visit the northern territory under their control,
despite an appeal by Bishop Kingsley Swamipillai, of the
Tamil city Jaffna, to visit the hard-hit area. While expressing
his concerns about everyone affected, Annan said, "I am also a
guest of the government, and we'll go where we agreed we
will go" (The Daily Yomiuri, January 9, 2005). The
announced itinerary engendered the speculation that the
government of Sri Lanka had kept the U.N. Secretary General
from visiting the Tamil dominated region, and some Tamil
leaders expressed their disappointment over the incident.

Tamil tsunami victims complained that government
leaders or officials didn't bother to visit their camps to see
their plight. They tended to perceive that the problems caused
by the government's partial policies or inertia put their lives
into inevitable difficulties. (The Island, May 11, 2005) Some
people in the north and east considered the extended 200-
meter buffer zone, compared to the 100-meter zone in the
south and west, as discriminatory. Tamil tigers and some other
Tamil representatives charged that the government agencies
were neglecting the Tamil areas in distribution of relief
supplies and rehabilitation work as well.

Meanwhile, according to a local news item, Muslim
people complained that "the lethargy shown by responsible
officials in not visiting affected areas, even weeks after the
tragedy, has added the sense of helplessness among the
people." (The Island, February 9, 2005) "The Coordination
Center for Relief and Rehabilitation (CCRR), an umbrella
group of over 50 Muslim organizations, has expressed regret

that co-chairs of the recent Tokyo Conference on
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Reconstruction and Development did not deal with the
Muslim dimension of Sri Lanka's post-tsunami situation.”
(ibid) Rauff Hakeem, leader of the Sri Lanka Muslin Congress
(SLMC) appealed to the international community to take into
account the widespread dissatisfaction over its failure to
address the Muslim dimension of the post-tsunami situation.
He said, "The Muslims are not looking for representation at
district level. We want the international community to deal
with us at international level the way it does with the LTTE
and the government. Mere representation won't suffice. It is
only then we can effectively deal with policy issues and
matters such as resource sharing in the post-tsunami
situation." (The Island, February 10, 2005) These statements
show how Muslim leaders were inclined to demand for a
separate mechanism to address their problems.

Yet another feature article that appeared in Sunday
Observer (January 23, 2005), calling attention to the
"Forgotten Batticaloa Burghers: Caught up in the tsunami",
presents an interesting text in this regard. Though the
introductory passage said, "This is the story of the destruction
caused by the tsunami of December 26 on a small community
called the Batticaloa Burghers living in the eastern coast and
their gallant attempt to rehabilitate themselves", the content of
the article did not show much about the said attempt.
However, the article is important in that it tells a story "as
related by Maxi Rozairo", presumably a member of the
community, purporting to distinguish it from other similar
communities in Sri Lanka. Observe the following profile of
them: "The Batticaloa Burghers are strong physically and in

character”, "unyielding to the shame of being engaged in work
involving manual labor".

The article seems to attempt to draw sympathies from the
readers to the plight of Batticaloa Burghers by depicting their
post-tsunami situation in somewhat exaggerated way. "When
the Burgher Association from Colombo answered the distress

call of the Burgher Union (Batticaloa) - established in 1927, it

was the first time these people, who were treated as outcastes

by their cousins, were visited by another group of Burghers
living outside the East", the article says. The Burgher
Association in Colombo appeals not only to the Burghers
living in Sri Lanka but also to the expatriate Burghers living in
Australia, U.K., Canada and "the rest of the English speaking
world to assist these people in their hour of need" (Read the
phrase the rest of the English speaking world as Anglo-
Europeans). For attracting their sympathies, especially that of
European people, the writer shows the ethnic Burgher origin
as related not just to the Portuguese descendents but to
Europeans in general. "The ancestors of these people, who
came with the Portuguese from all over Europe, learned the
Portuguese tongue and thus were referred to as Portuguese
descendents." In short, their ancestors were from all over
Europe. Though the writer does not show any evidence for
discrimination or victimization of these people, the overall
tone of the article indicates that they have been a neglected
community.

The discourse about ethnic minorities, as discussed
above, employs the same rule in building their arguments or
voicing their grievances. Knowledge of all the communities,
including the majority for that matter, seems to be based on
the idea of difference. The discursive formation that links all
these statements is 'we are mutually exclusive; our problems
cannot be understood by the members of other communities;
hence only we should be entrusted with the task of handling
our problems.' The situation being such, the newspaper
articles only reflects the features of the prevailing national
discourse of the country built along ethnic divisions.

Another interesting aspect of the discourse built around
the post-tsunami reconstruction shows how gender
perspectives were reflected in it. Look at the article revealing
the results of a "Survey and Analysis of Rebuilding and
Relocation of Tsunami-affected Household in Sri Lanka"
(Sunday Observer, August 14, 2005). Though the content of
the report represented the overall problems and views of

tsunami-affected people, it was headlined 'More women
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among tsunami dead'. The paragraph referring to women said
that "a randomized survey conducted among 622 households
had shown that women who died during tsunami were more
than 50 percent than men. Female-headed households rose to
30 from 16 percent after the tsunami".

Why women were more likely than men to die in the
tsunami was a question raised by many news stories. The
international aid agency Oxfam was quoted by the AP news
agency: "In terms of mortality rates, many more women than
men lost their lives to the tsunami because they stayed behind
to look after children and other relatives. Often more men than
women are able to swim; more men than women are able to
climb trees", Oxfam said (The Daily Yomiuri, June 30, 2005).
Many gender-conscious opinion leaders repeated the same
arguments. A spokesperson for the Women's alliance for
Peace and Democracy asserted that women could not struggle
with the waves because they were wearing traditional dress of
sari and long hair. An article published in Women's e-News
emphasized that traditional view of feminine beauty attached
to long hair and the taboo of revealing women's body caused
many deaths among women during the tsunami.®

Interestingly, the views expressed by Dr. Noeleen
Heyzer, the UNDP's champion on gender issues and
Executive Director of the United Nations' Development Fund
for Women, in her interview with the Sunday Observer (May
22, 2005) were in sharp contrast to the range of view outlined

above. At first glance, her talk seemed a eulogy to women:

Women are the real heroines of the December 26 tsunami.
They showed immense courage and revealed new inner
strengths in surmounting the overwhelming obstacles they
faced in their efforts to save both themselves and their families
during the sea invasion that destroyed their homes, families and

livelihoods.

She stressed, "(T)his positive role of women during the
tsunami has yet to be recognized at the highest levels of policy

making and resource allocation decisions." However, the most

striking part of her talk included the following paragraphs:

I found that the reason why more women had died in the
tsunami than men was not because they were reluctant to
expose their nakedness when the turbulent sea waters tore the
clothes from their bodies as some people believe, or because
they were unable to climb trees (many of them did and saved
their lives in the process).

It was because they cared. The women who died in the
sea invasion had gone back to their homes to save the lives of
their children, rescue their husbands, relatives and friends who
were being washed away by the sea. This is why I call them the

real heroines of the tsunami.

Though her talk showed a tendency to idealization of
women'’s role, beneath such expressions, there can be seen a
distinct gender perspective that takes wider issues into
perspective, urging to bring fairness to the field of resource
allocations and helping restore a sense of hopefulness about
their future.

Similar type of contrastive perspectives emerged through
the debate on counseling, heeling and post-tsunami recovery.
The Island (February 2, 2005) carried an article by an
anthropologist, saying that although most of the relief
agencies present in Sri Lanka were focusing on the material
and physical aspects of relief and rehabilitation, they had
undoubtedly recognized that there were what they call
'psychosocial' issues to be addressed, and further suggesting
that ritual healing and symbolism, outlined by the Sri Lanka-
born anthropologist, G. Obeysekere, might be helpful for the
purpose. A Daily News article (May 25, 2005) introduced
how an organization called the Center for Performing Arts had
initiated a Psychosocial Program to alleviate the suffering of
the affected people, instilling hope and confidence in their
minds and focusing on counseling, social awareness, and
intercultural harmony. A Washington Post article (November
16, 2005), making a comparison between the crisis caused by
the earthquake that devastated northern Pakistan on Oct. 8 in

2005 and the aftermath of the Asian tsunami in the previous
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year, was in the view that the relatively benign working
conditions and the abundance of aid would help explain the
heavy emphasis on "psychosocial" programs such as
counseling for traumatized survivors after the tsunami, which
was an almost unimaginable luxury in Pakistan at that point.
However, one can observe that another voice emerged
against the backdrop of counseling rush. According to some
professional counselors, "counseling with causing”" was the
need of the hour. A batch of professionals had made explicit
their views through the Daily News (February 11, 2005). They
warned, "There are notions currently being advanced,
especially over the media, that there is a huge psychological
fail-out of the entire affected population, especially children
who will be 'scarred for ever'." According to them, "It is
simplistic to view all those who have survived the tsunami as
mere helpless victims who are unable to act on their
environment or situation." They pointed out, "A victim
processes a traumatic event as a function of what it means.
This meaning is drawn from their society and culture and this
shapes how they seek help and their expectations of recovery."
They further maintained, "Disaster zones attract trauma- and
counseling projects, but in most cases this will not be the most
urgent priority of those who have survived the tsunami.
Offering social assistance in the form of shelter, food,
clothing, maintaining physical safety, and gaining access to
existing support networks are key priorities." (Daily News,
February 11, 2005) Another voice was more straightforward:
"Let's prevent re-traumatisation of the traumatised. This re-
traumatisation can come in the form of "counseling” by those
who did not have adequate skills or supervision to do so."
Unprofessional conduct was a charge brought not only
against those who engaged in counseling without adequate
skills but also against those who engaged in research or survey
activities targeting tsunami victims. The Census and Statistics
Department (CSD) had warned the growing number of post-
tsunami "researchers” in the country to conduct their activities

in a scientific and sensitive manner that would eventually

benefit the victims of the disaster. "Please be genuine," was
part of advice given by the Director General of CSD: "People
affected by the tsunami should not be made into an academic
exercise for a PhD or Masters. Do not make use of victims as
objects for your own research. That's unethical because you
are doing it for your benefit." (The Island, March 20, 2005)

The biggest pandemonium that reigned across the island
was over the government's proposal to share tsunami relief aid
with separatist Tamil rebels. The aid-sharing proposal called
Joint Mechanism (JM) attracted much opposition from various
quarters including the majority and even some minorities.
While the incumbent government was planning to refer the
proposal to Parliament in an apparent effort to build a
consensus, the legality of the proposal was challenged in
courts, making the government unable to move ahead on the
proposed plan. The situation in Sri Lanka was contrasted with
the new developments in Indonesia where the government and
Aceh rebels reached a peace accord to end 29-year insurgency
in the tsunami-devastated province, facilitating the delivery of
international reconstruction aid to the province. The two news
items titled as "Sri Lanka govt, Tamil Tigers refuse to
cooperate” vs "Government, rebels reach Aceh peace accord”
appeared next to each other on news pages, making the
disparity explicit and the comparison easy. (The Daily
Yomiuri, December 28, 2004 and July 18, 2005)

This situation of collisions and juxtapositions not only
suggested how deep ethnic divisions are but also brought to
notice that petty human squabbles that were submerged and
proved futile in the wake of overwhelming disaster can revive
as time rolls on. This becomes evident when we recount
how the tsunami, at the initial stage, was deemed as an agent
of reminder, a reminder sent by Nature to urge people for
soul-searching. "Nature has treated us all alike. Can't we treat
each other similarly?" was the rhetorical question asked by the
President of the country, according to the Daily news (January
1, 2005). Its editorial envisioned the tragedy as an important

arena for transformation: "Thus it could be said that some
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space has opened for the Government and the LTTE to work
unitedly, in a spirit of friendship and sharing, towards the
achievement of a common objective which could ensure the
well being of all. We call on both parties to the conflict to use
this climate of amity to bring lasting peace and unity to Sri
Lanka."” Unfortunately, neither the disaster itself nor the
insights heralded by it were able to galvanize main actors
involved in the reconstruction process to link it to a fruitful
peace process.

In the face of this unresolved tension, perhaps
paradoxically, a seemingly realistic approach to assist the
reconstruction process came up from a foreign correspondent,
attached to the Chicago Tribune staff. After introducing Sri
Lanka's northeastern port of Trincomalee as an excellent place
for a naval base for the Americans, the writer continued that
"the only problem is that the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lankan
government are also fighting over Trincomalee." Then, the
writer suggested: "A smart move for the second Bush
administration would be to offer the Sri Lankans a tsunami
early-warning system for free, on condition that the warring
sides end the conflict, and in exchange for the U.S. Navy's
being allowed to base part of the Pacific Fleet at
Trincomalee." (Chicago Tribune, February 5, 2005) Many
will agree that this may create more problems than answers,
contrary to the writer's expectations. First I thought the writer
was making a sarcastic remark, but the wording and the
context of the article prove to the contrary, suggesting the
writer really meant it.

However, as a Reuters news item showed, the head of the
U.N. Oceanographic body charged with the task of building
an interim warning system for the Indian Ocean has pointed to
a different aspect of the problem: "Detecting a tsunami is only
part of the problem. The big problem is how to prepare
societies and local populations so they can act appropriately to
a warning." (The Daily Yomiuri, June 16, 2005) The photo
that appeared with the news item indicated one aspect of the

complex problem; The picture, though inadvertently, showed

that the newly installed tsunami-warning horn on the beach on
Sri Lanka's southeast coast, an area where many Tamil
speakers live, had its signage only in Sinhala, the language of
the majority. This suggests that we need a significant
rethinking of taken-for-granted practices or intended solutions

for problems in a conflict-ridden society.

3. Conclusion

By and large, I have examined my study documents, trying to
reveal divergent perspectives on the rebuilding effort and
serendipituously finding common structures in which they are
grounded. All the text producers, depending on their
respective source and the implied audience, have produced
discourses that justify their modes of acting and thinking.
Most writers have shown how their selected actors come into
collision with each other except in the very aftermath of the
tragedy. The writers themselves are unable to keep out of
contradictions. Their contradictory stances show how
discursive practices have constrained the discourse itself.
Listen, for instance, to the story of dreaming about a U.S.
naval base for the Indian Ocean. The texts, as observed in the
preceding sections, provide representations that reflect their
values and the social institutions they uphold.

Seen this way, the whole range of discourses has been
created by a rhetorical process full of contradictions and
disparities. The contradictions that are attributable to distinct
positionalities reveal the complexities of contexts and the
limitations of human actors. The language they used did not
necessarily represent factual accuracy; instead, language was
used or arranged so as to arouse some attitudes by means of
valuing and influencing, adhering to the typical way of news
writers.

However, objective characterization of events took a
predominant place in news coverage. The discourses revealed
interlocking structures of ethnic exclusionism, sexism, elitism
and bureaucracy interwoven with the reconstruction process.

Also revealed were egoistic motives, political mileage and
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competition among different groups or NGOs. All these
behavioral patterns reflected a conscious or unconscious belief
in oppression, patriarchal domination and top-down approach
prevailing in the society. This shows how the reconstruction
effort was marked by the devaluation of the oral and the local.
The inescapable inference is that the present political and
public administrative framework situates the shared
experiences of the tsunami-affected communities in a context
of structures of domination, distance, and depravity. The
missing aspects were cooperation, community, mutual
recognition and open communication. While the post-tsunami
feconstruction was an important site for local and international
interface, encompassing a massive global response to a
community breakup, the interfaces between policies and
needs, between the center and local levels, between relief
operators and affected communities were inadequate. The
vacuum blocked both the input, the valuable feedback
required to grasp real needs, and the output, i.e. the
disseminating of relevant information on a regular basis
enabling relief workers and locals to efficiently participate in
the recovery process.

To break these repressive deadlocks, a new
communication process bypassing the tensions of individuals,
social groups and ethnic communities has to be facilitated. It
is to be hoped that exclusionary, exploitive rhetoric will be
replaced with representations that embody equality and
mutuality. This analysis suggests that it is imperative to adopt
a more bottom-up, consultative-participatory approach for a

long-term reconstruction process.

Notes

(1) The database compiled for this research project consists of news
reports from the following resources: "AP (The Associate Press)",
"The Canberra Times", "Chicago Tribune", "The Daily News"
(Colombo), "The Daily Yomiuri" (Tokyo), "The Economist"
(London), "The Island" (Colombo), “"Los Angeles Times", "The
Sydney Morning Herald", "The times" (London), "Toronto Star"
(Toronto), "The Washington Post".

(2) This is particularly valid for Sri Lanka newspapers which are widely
open for general readers to express their opinions, analyses, reviews
and commentaries, most of which fill the feature-article pages of these
newspapers.

(3) For instance, The Island (March 1, 2005) carried a detailed article on
the "Need for a green barrier" by a Systems Ecologist with extensive
experience in working on the issue of global warming and climate
change.

(4) Sources are from the reports issued by the Department of Census and
Statistics. See for detailed reports the Department's website:
www statistics.gov.lk

(5) Women's e-News http://www.womensenews.com/article.cfm/dyn/
id/2195
Also see http://www.womensenews.org/ The article by the Women's
e-News reporter appeared in Japanese in Onnatachino 21seiki

'Women's Asia 21'(No 42 Spring 2005).
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In Search of Regional Culture-Driven Language Learning:
A Multi-Lingual CALL System Development Project for Okinawa University

Janet Higgins, Takeshi Ito and Yukiko Watanabe***#*

AHRLIBHENERFTET PO, Wl BF (RL) o icEE L-£ 558 (HE, TERE. BAE) MgER
TET Ly MIOWTRBLAZDDTH B,

ATF0TV 2y PRMERKEOELN, SEHN. RUTCHCRLIEREFOALLLAFEOEFTLRBICOVT
HATELLITLBIOIE, FREETIERLTIB/TLILFLETHL LI BBIOAY— LT,

YB7OT 2y PTERPORER T —vBIIBEIATVWS, JOLI) LBEYRLOE, SEERCBVTHEAS
NBEL AT L RO Ay b7 =7 RIEREN D LHRFIOVWTOMRIZEITVTW S, B (BILEE, RUE
VEIED) *FHT S L) HIConTiE, BRFGIIBVT, BAM A—VERBET LI EFERBBIBENTHL L
W) T EREELLHRICETCT VD, T2, FERNCHET LT, FHE R FRPAITEAOETHAN
HHENH) ZEPHLOPI R oTWVED, ERENERECHAIBIEBEEOBRERELAMATLLIREILTwEERTS
OYxs M3, FRECSTEEFEIRALRMTHIL2THEICL T B,

AR TE, BRHEOMR, . 3. LEOHEORV LY, REHEEFEETIRICELL ST EE
&Fiwﬁ%.‘ﬁ LTwa,

CALLEE 70V x 7 MABlE, MARKFECALLEE*FALTHY., BEREB L 20X EEF L XFOH/H T
SHEEATITRTHY), MELTAPITEHETH S,
==K, KiE. PEE. SEEEE. WERHE

.\+

This paper describes a CALL software project being currently developed at Okinawa University to create a multi-
lingual (English, Japanese, Chinese) visual dictionary with items focussing on the cultures of Okinawa and mainland
Japan.

The project arose out of the perceived needs of Okinawa University students to have access to the lexical
resources required to be able to talk about their lives and environment to those with different linguistic and cultural
backgrounds.

The CALL project dictionary items are organised around themes. This form of organisation capitalises on what
researchers know about the nature of memory and the network-like organisation of the mental lexicon. The value of
using visuals (photos and short videos) is attested by research which demonstrates the positive value of imagery in
vocabulary learning. Research into learning styles has found that learners have preferred learning styles. By adopting a
multi-sensory approach to vocabulary presentation, the project aims to cater for students with different learning styles.

The paper also discusses some of the problems of defining the target terms, in terms of translation, definition and

description, and syntactic issues.

* KSR ASCEEES, 902-852 iR IRE Tl £ B34 S5S, jmdh@okinawa-u.ac.jp
RS A SUEEER, 902-852 LI AR R B 1l S 135555, takesi@okinawa-u.ac.jp
B A SE N SCSEER, 902-852 1 it HAIE IR 17 - [E #5555, watanabe@okinawa-u.ac.jp
sk EE L ONEFIE, TV 77Xy MNETH S, 17
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B

The CALL dictionary project currently uses the Okinawa University CALL lab. This allows target items and

short texts to be presented in multiple languages, in spoken and written form. A simple testing system is also available.

Key words :

1. BUSIC

Okinawa, English, Chinese, visual dictionary

A7V Md, BILER (BR) LECHEZA

AL-SBEFBV 7 IRARBZENE LAbDOTH 5,
I Ca— S EFIALAEEER VAT LATHS720
[CALL7u Yz b IR TS, Y

PR T Y s FRER, W, BR, LT
RT7TUVTHREOREYIES T B TBEHE (visual
dictionary) 2 fillfEf 55 Z L i2H ), ZOFHEIEEET
EEMELVBERA RS R (VAZVT, F4F
1y 7RE) BEML, L7 7 Ly ARBELUSA OEE
HEEVIB-72bDLTHILEZAIRLTVS, S

PEiE. BAGE, EE. PEFETH LN, LEIELT
BRSSP MSFEOMATEELBERL TV {,

TO0T 27 MIGSCET VT2 6B LT3
A, TRV MATRREEER (FIOPRER) &
HAFLZFLEL LZER, EHePiil, BFEIR
DOWT VT HBIHR 4 ICF OHBER % LTl
FETH 5,

FRIUTOL I ICEREND. 9, 212BVT,
LoD 7 NERICESTEHREHRET S, KIC,
RTO TV xs MIEBBERHRESLET, Fharid
CALL? RTERWEK L TLLENHL00 LWV A
IZDoWT 3 ThR5, 4Tk, HESEETPORE
NED L) BBET, LOLIEFFEL LTHA
EINBLDELS>TVEDOPIZDOVTRNT 5,

2. 7OV bABETFOER
HRAETIE, 2003EE & ) EFOIRET, BED
MR e LT, Z#ELRICThe Oxford Picture
Dictionary (Shapiro and Adelson-Goldstein 1998) D& A
EREMFT. BEREIMEIC—E0%RE EIFTEL,
LA»L, fEmd 2 EBRAK T —
BITHEHN, MRBTRHIEILALERPTLI DR

‘beets” X° “mantel”

BY . BFHHLSEY PSR —HT, ipRTIE—EY
[ h=73—] % [~AFT] IZODVWTORBIZIRS
Newni s, MBOFEAEIZE->TIE, WY LT b
HERYPH Y., EARIIRE bW H o7, £
T, EEHEOH,S, PRSLETITICESED
Tl (BRKTHES N2 b DR BHRETEL LI %) i
BOFEIZEREOBVEBIM T ROLFNHH -
T, 612, TNECALLY 7 M ETEBRTERN
L VAV TRTA4F 4 v TICOBEERHRN LT
LNBEDTIE RV LOERDFERFICHEI AT,
—7%. PEGETH., 2003FEDCALLY A7 LEA
Wb, PEFEOFEZEY 7 b [Dig] #EAL., #%
ETHERALTWAH, BEAKRLIEMIH ., WO
EWELEPERETREAT A I LIITELVIREICS
b5, 2T, HEFENHEEOH, LD, WEOILE
FFECRHATEZ YV 7 boEBHISRKOOLRTE T,
20044E ., —EDEEHE L PEEHE A, P
DEFFHEHMIZOVT, FLHTOCALLY AT LDH
BEIZOWTHER BERRT2H¥H )., SEDE
WEBZTHBETAMELEI TSI L, RUFIL
W (CALLY AT L2FB L) M OLES LR
TVBLZENMHBEL, 4ROTOY 27 MEERT 2

WZEo7,

3. BR{&¥E (visual dictionary) ECALLY XF LMD

PHEMY
R7O0Yxs MICALLY A7 L 2FH L7 M (gH
EHEC B E T B4, KEITIX, Z2¥EKTTV2 s
MIBEZ AR L -REWELAERL 205 (3.2),
ZLTEND L HBREERTHLLESHL0O0 (3
2), SHICZDOFHEIRECALLY A7 4 L TERT
DD THILENHLOH (3.3) I22W T~
Tw <,
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3. 1. BEHBIIBEIDBELEDH?
BERLAIAMEFALEED, B, ERAK
NE QAT s siF R 1 Tk WA AN Sk N ISV
DYELTHEETAH, BRARITOFEHRTH->TH,
EEE ZTORTNREORBRY., FEENVFHET 5
b, HEDLDERLDIGHE, FARELEBZ->TL %,
Bz, BADO [AXRF v | 3MERBETIE
“pumpkin” LHBEIND L AL L ., BARANEEFEE
FZHATLICAONS [HRF x| 2EBLILT
& 5A, “pumpkin” (XA Ly IEE LIARDHRF
YEDLIDBRVERRZODTH D, EDHHEIZIZZ
A LRI OVWTVAZ ENEL Lo TETH
AN, 29 LB BEEOEELS 2 6 i,
FEZFZRZORCEECOFAS L L HESICH
fREINDZ LB, T/, BEHPTL SN VIE
WIIZDWTh, HEEETHVDEEFDEVIZRDLLZE
bdHb, ZO—BIN [HYAZT] THDH, HA1990)H
BRELTWYWAELXHIC, @BFERANY T2 BnEh
NBEE, ENEFRVSOEBBET L, L L, FEERH
KT, LFLDY VTRV EEFRSL T, FEOD
DEBVEPRDEANLS WV, ZDLHIZ, BEEHW
52 LT, FEHECHFELCO LU EOERE LS
THRELEATVIDTH S, [ERIE—RICL1T]
EEDLNDLY, FEROEAKIZL Y, BEHEEFTOBED
Ne+HFIFHETELEBISRTEBY, ThEfHT
5 ETHRBROSNIEFHENEL Z EDEEL

&60

3. 2. GEHEBBEERTHIVLEFHZDD,
WEROERE L 23R HFLOFFEM AR, HE
# Ti& [Color ANCHOR#E GERHE H] (%) <
[KEEPEE TR 5 EEE R (AF%Ett). The Oxford
Picture Dictionary . 7 3 % VEH TlIMicrosoftf: ®
ENCARTAZ EASHR SN TV BA5, I s DMt
mantel X beets 7% &I E WL SHEICE VW 2FER
Ko TBY . BRRHERTLOWMEL 2> T, 1
FNVAR, WF 5, TA) L, KELE—SETH

b TV IR E IR ICETR LTV B ES
CORERTHB EEDLND, LAL. BB L LEE
ELTHEBLTVAEERHFER 2 LOSEFE O/
DIITMBRET V7 Ol b AHEICE W 2 8H A8
PVETHD, ZOMBEIL, EFICBWTT [ERERE
PP bbDTHERETHDLOP L) HEER
THASEFOITH TR SN TVIEEL—FET
b5, EREFERELEDHERIT. VWHLILERREEL
fiig 2 _ED L) SENNLMEICEPLHIDLT
HEN, ENTHOMBIEDOEY, ERE LD LD
WKHBELTW DR (0F ) LD & ) ICHET HIsFR
BOFERELELTHERTA2OR) L) HEL00%ER
BHENLEINTVWARVOPFBERD LI IZEDN S,
AW 7O Y 27 M, 9 LAHEKSHEFREIC
AHLTH, WL V) FHRERED O —DOREAMRM
TEDLLDTHALEZOND, ¥

—7%. PEEOEHGHEL LT, RET [H&E-
B HBEEAF S (RREERR) AHREhTw
B0, ZHIIEFBOFEREFRLZLZTOLDTH Y,
KEEO WG FFERM, FHT 5RO LIZITEE S
nTwiv, 208, PEO LEFASHE S B S
hTwa [JHAEFER | 13, FEEI A ICREEL
72bDTHY, PEFAEOEWR L., Pl ITBRTFR
FER (Bto—FE) 2 EOERMPPE & L ORKESR.
KBEORDOZHIZ SN D 2 & PEOLICEL
RELTVWEEFPRELEHTH 5, HMOEGESEH
ERO AL 2 BT L 2 L ICHBEPBEINS [%15]
ERLELAEDBDTHEDIIx L, AEEHEOEY
RXELSEETHAT L L) [BE] I NhEAN
72bDTHhHEHFR, FHETE 5,

F—HT, WLV IR TEERELITI LV
VERLEOBE,L S, MIBREEREFEM OLENE
THRTAHILNTE S, MRIZEEAERL (FRIZHEK
LR EOKRETH) LIZRERY, SHEEEHOZ L
BB TPV TWE, L2 Leds, %< D4E
FEEAT AR L DRBIEMESE ., EARNL D DIEELS
W, MBEEBICLIEFEM I NI TICY
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[Feel in Okinawa/NA H A /i8] (HEFHIE) LopfEk
SEEIMMEDSBEE L7 [7Wp#B D FEH (Profile of Okinawa) ]
(77 7) &5 Hipis - LIS 2 @HAHH
LT, EETELNTVE EIEWVWE, EBFEhHELEE W
FBEDLLIEIFNRTVLDTHA LISV, &
DORRZIRDLT C, & A I LA ERE S8 EH
ForHOTOY 2y MIFNEERTEED S DO
ThorLBbhb, —H NEEEEOBRE»LT 5
. MBEVIECONEINL EBT EHRADS .
Botthe LTHhHARZAERT 2 LTI, HBEEF
DLASHEHEEIFLLELIOTR R EEZ LN
5, AMFERFREIE., I CHEZBERECIRIFEAL
ERINTI hol: Ml EL Lo EREHE ]
DA HERTHLDTH B, ¥

51T, BFEEFEZITITVLEENIS L, HIBE
ETEFEMOBENFEOLN TV D, BHE, AKX
EhORBEOFEESTENORFERFEICEFL TS
D, G DFENBFBTHROZ L £ LD L) I2HH
BTHBLALIV2rREZER LTV, TOREEI,
ZEELLONERENARIZTTIEIRL, B b0F
STREIIOWTOMBE ENE LD L IHEHDA
eBIHBL T v ) BICERLTHo -2 L
BREATHZIEHNEV, 2O EnL, 29 L1
MU TIT S FED 72D, T8I0 - T
CHMEANFEDZZOIZS . M E V) HIHOEY,
HRERTERE TN o 7o B 2 SRS 4 g
ERIT VR ATELHEPLETH ), T
DXL EREE LTBBVICEELRFEIC AW E%
ZTWh,

3. 3. BEYCALLY AT LEDEETEIDON?

CALL (Computer-Assisted Language Learning) 3 A
TLER, AVEa—-Y - fFRALAEEFB AT
LD ETH D, HEFRDLL (Language Laboratry) DHERE
AT Ca— VAT AL Lo TERLALOT
bHDHN, LLEREL R DD, LLAEFHRLTH
5D L, CALLY AT AESY Iy DE=y— L

V) EERR S RE R oo e T, TRICUL TRET) &
WO BEEICIA ., [ERE ], [HF ] v ) BEEDIRR
D ATHEIC 572 TH D,

AEfEY 5 £ SEUHERE R, EERLXF. TL
TEAEZ 1 2OBEOPFUIEBRTLEIINFATATR
bOTHY, XTI Ea—y—LTLHIERLR
HBWHDEER b

W S 7: [HifgEE] (picture dictionary) (2R T
EFELVI)ERERBETCESL LD, Iy —F —
FichifEs - HEORELHHMTHHILIZED £
TH ARV, FRLSMC S Bl 2 T8N & FHH T IS
E, BEE TR BVYBBEEEHRTAILT, &
D EREZRFREATTIRE L A0 2 EFBFIC, FHEICL DR
WEIRE 5252 LT, FEPROIEIH LR TV A,

F7o. CALLY AT A4, Bhbar¥a—¥—K
FLERLR), HEDAAL a0 )= LHLVIEEE
EECTERRXFILIAXBEHFTRTH S, Z OREE
R, MEEELIRECERTLA LWL S
bo FIHEMEY —N—ICEBTHILEDIHETH D,
HEPVLEE LTSy ya— L, ¥BHCRET
BIENTED, BEMIZIEFEISLEIIGL TS
vou—NL, BOOFEFEIH> TEHL#EOLN
BEIGVATLAOBERFEL T2, T2, W
NOBGELFHRLFLRTEEBIILETHY, Zhi
F V7 MRBEZTTEEL, BEICOAEDIEH
WReL %%,

FREVPLUESEILDS (i, BB ZHEYET
CENBEANODEELRA L PR DEFEFH L
T, ZOCALLY A7 AT OB RELIRHET 5
bOTHY, ¥BV 7 N THLIMEHEL L)+
HEHTELRBETHAL LDV D,

4. {ERPOBBOHE

AETIE, BEETHOFHEN LD L) ZHEDD
DTHLDOh ATV, £F, BEOFBETHL T
—<HEFISED L) L ERWERE o TV 500
EV) HERREL (41, EBIZEDE ) IIT—< & E
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ey b EFVR, PEIE. BEOED [ MEEICBEL ICSESBOTAM .

RL7ZDO»@2), WY EiFsER (F—T7—F) 20
ENITEE L TR LB 2 BE> 2D Hh@3) % )E
ICRTWwWZ Eizd 5,

4. 1. F—<RIESI DB
TE P OB, ZOMOMEGEHELFEL X512,
<. AEERNICREES T LOON TS, BigiE
EE, HBGE (Fl2IE, Z28) & ZOBmIZEET
LiER., T L TLBER L THAEDLNS Z & THK
ENTVD, FBHEHEAFAT LI L3, BETHELD
EREHABIGSELIENTELLD, ETHLRE
MTHb, T/, —2DF—<ICETLERDERES
BHIZE>TERTAZ LT, REROMENS—H
ThhrbE)lhb, 29 LzFHEOHRIZ. ABE®
RSV ATLADH ) H EERIBERLTEBY, 204
TOBRNLEMELNE D,
FRIG-MEORLEEXTH ), EHHEOKRETIZS
DRBOMELEYVHEL L VLD TH B, LLTTIE,
T YBIEH SN TV D YEBFHENLED L) IZERED
MELEEL TWADONEEZTHE W,
EERFBIIBCTE, RYEBLEOMERISEET
Hhbo, ZhiE, KBHRVWHIEICh - CiERx RS
THEBBLOZORIOZ ETHAHH, ZhIHEHR
BEDLH) IR EINT, FLFIEHEINIDTHS
PEIETEZ TRV,
RREOBEIZOVTIE, % ORE A LR
ETFNVEMERLTLH5, 38 L -MIE. FERIER
. HEICEEDS TSN THFREIShTEBY), Zh
PHERHETOFIEHL (FUHL) 2L THLV)
bDOTHbB, EROMOFHFESLETHEIT V7 7N
v MEIZECH SN TV 505, BHEOEBRIER» S AR
DEOHRTIIFEREIIINL ) ICIEBINTEL T,
BRI T —RHEBIZL > THRENTWEZ &
BITICHLE o TWh, Bz, BROEBKRY
FET 5 HMTITHb N 7/Freedman and Lotsu(1971,
Gairns and Redman(1986)(25 [fl) Tld, FEHEDIEFELR]
ZEH A 2 L THRIREVWERBR L EVTW D, ff

~Ni

aul

CIIHEREIC, HLERVBTEH T T %, L
TXFERTEVHIRTIER L, XEEXRMIRLT
Mo, AT T —HERT EWV)RRIERE % L T,
B & DRI O F A ERE L B BrE R et
LIENTELLV)EREHEL TV 5, Gaims and
Redman(1986)i% [£ < DHfFEH /b3 GRELEFNZE
THED dOO) FEREHIGERICESVW 2y b7 —
7 EIZEHI SN TWEZ LIZRERF—HLTWA L
ICBbns] &k~ Tv 5 (Gaimns and Redman 1986:
88)0 F 7z, EIRMRR, BV MR, FHER, AR
DEICOEESENH L L LHOPII > TV B, f
Z&. Brown and McNeil(1966, Gairns and Redman(1986)
WEIR)DRFZETIZ, HEIEDNSLZ LR VEE
EREPOEZDIENTELVHEBETS, L EK
HRDOFEEZENHT I PHo), B LB DED
EEHHBPEADDOLFIIEZOND I LD Ho720) Lz
EVI)FEEERHEL TS,

FLEMIZEIC BT 5 ERELEBIIETH & W) D
Hbo TITIE, FbhARVERIIBRAIZEEION
ENTV L EWV ) FERFEBOMBEDMIC [Fo50 01K
FDOEH] (cue-dependent forgetting) & IEIEH 5 b D AS
FHETAI LIS TV S, Thid, BEIPEE
FriEOMIE T3 % CREREROMETH 5 2 L 278
LTWb, ilEOBRIIFIP VI H L EHESND
CENHLNII L > TETVAED, ZOFXREDN I,
FFER THIEEAYE ¥ L5 (Gairns and Redman 1986
89)o mA(topic)X° T AL 7GR (subtopic) b F 7z DME) &
¥ 5,

55 RE (topic ¥ 7z idtheme) (X, A7 T —D—FETH 1) |
HEA Y PT =7 D—DORETHL, THIFFEER
BOFEPYELTOFHL LN TELZHDOTHS
b, TNEHEOBRBKXICHATLZ LA TE
s, #EZAHALLSHEFE R, LEE~0ER
LREEBSREAMUR DL VB LIIR D, Th
IFEDFEROLBEEREZ BB TL0L L
THEET AN L EDbN S,
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4. 2. T—DEE

AEERT 5 Did, MRIEEDFERENEFOHT
HERS AT REMOBVIZHZBE L. TOBATICET
LM E B O REE, PEFE. BAE (VFF—-7
F) OHE*NFLERTEBTEALE 2T - T
41 72aF)—LWVIEFYT N ThHb, FIDRAE

ofzAENEET. B H5VIZENNOBEIFER
ELT, MBTROIFC LT —LRATHIC L 2 B8 %
BE L. [IREze] 2EMIsEA, (2] 13, 4t
REDZIFANEBHLDMHORBHHFLETH 5 HIC
bEHLTWS,

BB LEROBR, S, THE] & [FF] o2

[ 8MBEF =T —F cctoms & koworss | | BARANTDITBEVLITBF =T —F inkkeymorss |
legend BT W= S pve | 2w | wow
Departure ,ff,’ % BETS= &t | Frwk l
1
(L3)
B8 BB (237t 3
lcheckin counter (Fxwo4>F8H) 455> B%%5
luggege check #EFE> - Y5t 7] AT
[zzn=s=T zim—p- | mm |
' (FYS) _ ,
nprare B pREFAFS | AM
S Fi= HLEX P
FrERTES | Aus—dok | bwé=
[
tugsage check ELTHRET EBRE> = 4
[
deperture tobby § wAREE
l e
1 EEOORA R wh
l
! A= Sebisa FSK &
1 B5= #o
1 B> -7h =]
1 o= M= RIRARSEER
bosrding gate Ro=
bosrding bridse (#3) T=EYT
BATE=> R/IBE =
on the sirplene
And=
B BE=
WHd= D2l Sav N Hré= K722
tokeoft A i HEFE= FFIUR

1

CEx—T—F- )R b
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Vrrv b XV PEIE, BEOE  MEAICBEL CSBYBOTALM .

—VarefERLTWwa,

4. 3. X—T—FOREEELHEDER

ZITIE THE] 26, [I08Zed] # @i L7
BB LEROBELF— 7 — FOEBEANB LS L
TwEiwn,

FTEHROMEIL, A, E/L—, ¥2—D
WINHPTEENEEX, SHOF vy bOE—TFx
vI7AYL, 2BOARTYRTEVY R LT, HE
OTHPRELZ ST T, BB —~ER, BEOZ
WIT, RITHICELZETOBBTH L, M1, #
WLZHBEO—BTHIN, ZORDOEESHZFDH
WET N & BEKBIRLIZODTH 5,

HERIE, IYHABEREEIC, BE (FovrAr -
A ry— BRORY) LEITITHFE (Fxv
74045 B). RHE) BUOHL., BILTAI
METLIHALBUHE LTV o7z, BET 5ERIT,
BERITOTELLZT RN THRRITBRRFEN D
TEDLIE DL L, FIZITRBLETIIF v 7 4
YA —DHBT7uTE [Fryhvur] &
MRLTWEA, I TIE% L, BEOKEICILHEH
SNBHEEPENLDEAL L, BIERICEELTY
AH, mAEHET— FY X MIIAR TV R,

HERZ, K& T HIERTRHA, ZOBHT
TOTARERTEHF,. 2L TE3F0BFHANEWE
EVIHRTERNICEET 22D 3IEE 25, T/,
HEOHHB LI L2, ITAREYOREZFEL.
—RIZZH SN LA (B, SV, BHE :

73

F7yt-OE- , - - ,
N
Frof4v-N9u8— [ F290407n ¢ e

< i

FEPHo 82—

&

R2:Fzvo4r- - h9r5—0BH

V) LFEMER EOKFOFTIRRL TV,
M2k, Fxv sy - A9y —TOTELEE
THEYERRLL 2D DTH B, EONMIEH*
RTE&ATH), EROXORANITELETHHA. &
BOBH»BEET 2 ERLTVE, Zhb—D—
DG, T/, FYFHEORMLEL LY., Zh
EN1IR=VTREND, /o, LX)z, 45
BEE, BiREEEIZL > TRTFETH 5,

&

B

oY -

B R
HIER | B>/ HW5

3 BLIERDBHE

T3, 2HEOBTERTOITAL ZHICHE
THLAERMTRLAZDDTH D, ZHEOPTH L&
Yoid, IROREEY R RSO LICEET A b 0
BV, BERFEZIT TR, v FF—FFOERLD
PFRLd %0 T72, BEORETIE, FdhE LTOME
&, ERTHIUIKRETLROBIEIZR EEE L7,
4. 4. X—7— FOFREZ ZICHNAL0IDE
DIIES %
HEHHORRE T2, SLOEHEEERIC
ANBLENFHTL 5, Tk [h=73—] %4
WZEoT, EDEI BBV TEEIVLEILRLD
PEED—HERLTVRE,

- >
[,

a) EBEOTEHTA

R L L2 bFBROEBERIIOVTE, XL
5 AARFEEFE IS T 5 EBE IO 2TRE L
TWb, XEHEBCFNEIEBL TR WEEEICH
MIBTESH L )T, CEHBIBIBT S L)L
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B
x
]

BEICOWVTIE, “to +AER” D TRE L. F—F
BozinERLERH o7, ZFAOHE, #FEIZI
TELFAP, RTEBADPIL > TXDOMAL THR
%o T BDT, TREARICEAEET “a” (L7241
“an”) EFEORNIAMFG L. NUEZF ORI S
FhwZ el ENEFNRDFEOHIITIE, D5k
DIFEAFEE RS 5 &) @R\« B 726
XEHAVS L HERE L7,

F 7o, BARREICHEE & B, HREREICE & OfftaR.
FEOHEBLEELYETLILIATH S, PlE, [H
BT 2l vHEER, BRETIITANB L#EIET 5]
EVHI IS e L] 2LEET B, HERETIE
[ARBRE] LSV, HAED [ ITHETE D
Fawboon, [ ICH%T2 [IR] 2T 5720,
FRII LB ES ThH D, L L, EETIE, [&] %
“with” LRIRT5 2 LHE VDT, “A marries with B”
LB THLH, THUFIEL { % \vys “A marries B”
ETHEDONELVEETH D, I LIHBE LR
ROSEMICBIT 2HEL BT 57012, HAFEOH)
FIZOWTIE (BB T AP RRIED
5T &L

b) &)

WHICET AAEICOVWTIE, BEEROIEHES %
KDDL, MEHICEHREAD L VEF LT Rk R
EEEFRVBILENDH LD, AMETEERT IS N T
RHWTRETD I LT 5, EFEIOWTIE, EFE
EBUIFEARTVI ) IBEAR RO —vFHR
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The relation between number of goats slaughted
and history of abattoir in Okinawa prefecture

Munetaka Hirakawa, Akihisa Shinjo,
Kenichi Yamakado, Osamu Ogata and Wang Zhiying

FHXNBWIR, o THBLERECEDY DS LEFHN. BROFHBICLVRESEAEL SN, BEB»S
EEEFERL20, FREFAALTCWABEEEFREEZ A2 LTwAREEZT., WO TRROELICEROE
WEEBRBOLEREBRREIILTHELDTH S,

PEEEE (BmE) OWMBERR Y ¥ — 2 R 144 4 A30B ICIIEQLIPREE % BEIE L. I (i) OPpEk
BEL Y 5~V FRISE L A0CEE LY, CREZBCINENERTELESHIPER,SBRL 2, FRISE
4R 1AM, WELBRCELESHIIAERT IHEINLLEHTRAL F—DARLE o7z, FD/OFHEHDOI
FEGREG, LEI1FEZLETT CEBRL., RERTHR (BA) T2 ERT20EEL2TRIERS v, Zh
X ZEEEN, REN. FANBREKRELEBLE Lo TV D,

F—T—F %, BESH. ZEH

The aim of this paper is to show, through the history of abattoirs in Okinawa Prefecture, how there is a need for
slaughterhouses to be closely related to the local food cﬁlture. Abattoirs for goat meat used to have a close relationship
with the local communities in which they were located. However, for a number of reasons, many abattoirs have been
forced to close and combine. There are now a smaller number and they are far away from the local communities they
serve. This has caused considerable inconvenience among those who trade in goat meat.

In April 2002, Okinawa Prefecture Meat Center Ltd. in Southern Okinawa (Nanjyo City) closed its goat meat
processing facility, followed, in April 2003, by Chuubu Meat Center Ltd. in Central Okinawa (Okinawa City). This
development put an end to the local goat meat trade. It meant having to transport a goat all the way to Nago City
(Northern Okinawa) and having to make the same journey the next day to receive the carcass. This operation is
becoming a great burden in terms of both time and economics.

Key words : goat, abattoir, remote regions
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Folklore Studies and Reminiscence Therapy Among the Aged in Okinawa

Eriko Namihira
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Recently there is growing interest in the care of the aged, and in particular in reminiscence therapy, due partly to
the rapid aging of our society. Reminiscence therapy is a psychological approach which enriches the lives of the
elderly by evoking memories of their younger lives. In Okinawa, reminiscence therapy is not yet popular, and is not in
wide use. In this article I introduce some of its features by reporting my experiences in introducing it in several
facilities for care of the aged in Okinawa.

Folklore studies is a discipline which explores the ways of life of the common people in the past, and their
changes until the present. One focus is therefore on the old traditions and folk crafts. Because of this character of the
discipline, knowledge of folklore studies can and does play a very important role in the practice of reminiscence
therapy which utilizes folk craft items. In this study I point out the possibilities of collaboration between folklore

studies and care of the aged, and reflect on the appropriate reminiscence programmes suitable for application in

Okinawa.
Key words : Reminiscence therapy, Care of the aged, Folklore studies, Folk crafts
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The Politics of Representation of the War dead:
An analysis of discourses and practices concerning the 'Cornerstone of Peace' in Okinawa

Tsuyoshi Kitamura

AR, HHERETO [ELCOR] EIEN 3 RIEME R L L <, MKRORESES K2 REOH) 7
A AEBBETEODTHL, KAMOHIE, T, BEXCOEE KT, iBROBIEEN EDL ) tER SATE7
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3 EERIEY - IR SN, DREOKEE] OIME J) 2B S &4 BEOLENTH S,

H1ETIR, 1960FRIIEE 2ETCOED LORESEO [HEI] &, EOTO [FHORE] #85 [#HEL] 120
WTREEL 720 $2 B TR, [CRAD 04TV — ] &) BALIIE LA LT, EOLE TO®BECDWTHEEL.
HEIWT, NRAM—EEEREEONC, [FHOB] % [HEZ5 0] KEETL MY v 720w ThHHi LT, 2L
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Mabuni Hill, where the Japanese military set up its final headquarters during the Battle of Okinawa, has been a
symbolic memorial ever since the early postwar years. The entire region was designated as the Okinawa Peace
Memorial Park by Okinawa Prefecture. The significance of the top of the hill is different from that of the bottom. The
prefecture demarcated the top of the hill as reiiki, i.e., a sacred space like the Yasukuni Shrine dedicated to the spirits
of the war dead. On the other hand, the bottom of the hill was designated as a peace memorial. On the top of the hill,
there are a lot of monuments erected by other prefectures and the National War Dead Peace Mausoleum, which
contains the ashes of unknown soldiers and civilians. At the bottom of the hill, there are many facilities and spaces that
are appropriate for a peace memorial. During the 1960s, many of the monuments on the top of the hill were erected in
rapid succession. People termed this transformation of the landscape on the hilltop as " Yasukuni-ka" (Yasukuni-
ization) in later years.

The most famous place in the peace memorial at the bottom of the hill is the Cornerstone of Peace, which was
constructed by Okinawa Prefecture in 1995. The names of everyone who died during the war are inscribed on it-
irrespective of their nationality or whether they were soldiers or civilians. Recently, it has been said that the peace
memorial is on the verge of Yasukuni-ization. This circumstance is inseparably related to the earlier Yasukuni-ization
of the hilltop.

The purpose of this study is to describe how the war dead of the Battle of Okinawa have been represented in
Mabuni Hill. We explore our "imagined community” in the postwar time frame. The first question to be asked is why
the phenomenon of Yasukuni-ization of Mabuni emerged during the 1960s. The second point to be considered is the
Yasukuni-ization of the Cornerstone of Peace. Finally, we examine one peace-guide's actual narrative of the Battle of
Okinawa in the Cornerstone of Peace. Based on the above mentioned analyses, we can suggest an alternative
relationship between the war dead and us beyond the framework of the narrative of the nation-state of Japan.

Key words : Memorial, War Dead, Yasukuni-ization, Cornerstone of Peace, Mabuni Hill
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reorganization, and makes the case for the formation of a sole Okinawa regional government.

In order to make this transition smooth,some mechanisms to strengthen local governments at municipal level are

needed. For this purpose, this article looks into the existing municipality alliances system and tests its feasibility under

the conditions of some of the proposals for the Okinawa regional government.
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The current situation of and problems related to "Ecotourism” in Japan: Field Studies in Iriomote

Island, Okinawa, Japan

Natsuki Okuda
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During recent years ecotourism has spread fast in Japan. Such tourism is now causing a threat to the environment.
Preliminary surveys have revealed many examples of human impact on the environment. Such cases are probably
derived from the absence of reasonable designs for the application of ecotourism in the target areas.

Field studies were conducted during three seasons (Aug 2005, Nov 2005, and Mar 2006) in Iriomote Island,
Okinawa, Japan. The areas used by tourist companies for guided nature tours and where human impact is seen were
identified, and guides and local inhabitants were interviewed. Evaluation of the programs for environmental education
included in the ecotours was conducted by joining tours. Many examples of human impact that could cause disruption
of the environment were found. It might not be appropriate for all tour programs to usefully act as agencies of
environmental education. Interdisciplinary discussion produced recommendations for conservation.

The design of ecotourism may need to be completely changed to fit the social conditions of advanced countries
such as Japan, since ecotourism was originally aimed to fit the socio-economic conditions of developing countries.
The current practices of ecotourism in Japan are unlikely to offer trade off for those natural ecosystems which remain
largely intact. This is because, compared with the local communities' traditional ways of getting access to natural
resources, the practices of ecotourism in those areas will cause more damage to the ecosystem. Therefore, ecotourism
in Japan should be limited or restricted in order to conserve the regional environment and traditional culture that give a
region its cultural identity.

Key words : Ecotourism, Nature Guide Tour, Iriomote Island, Regional Identity
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5, KAAETIH., FBEBTWE A=/ FT40iA
(Plicarcularia bellula) & ZDRFZ EIHET B4V F
YFr o HOBE, $BETAY Y/ u—-T7ERT
13 % /377 3 = J (Terebralia palustris) DERE & H(:12,
B0 BEOHR ;TR b (M2, H3),
HokEIE, BUA X —THISHOITRICH L+ 1
ORISR EFESR BB Lz 7 X—CEF A H—F
DFEIZAA) VT —Tld, TOHAIIH X —EFEL
(BE2 ;2. H4), LIRIIESTOTRE LD, K
RERIT, REHESCRRKITEISHRE SN, BEF%
BLHETHEBHD Ly 7o =X Vi, TOFREH
HIZE DA X —=DERT L7720, JIIEA A X —TH
BREEINZEDTLETHD (REDOBBRELHDA
YEa—LDh),
BEE,PHIE, EFA Y —TO@BOEELELICM
9 2BYONV— bHBHFETHA(H2), BEI T
Fri&#205r, B EE TR ERSTDOITETH S, &
AETIE, XTELE (M2, HY) K@y, BLTEA
%, SHICEFE (K2, H6) Rz, HREHELIZIE
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RERH  OXREHSFBZTIV-U ILORREBER

REeBELLLCARYH I X IR LY ) F
(Heritiera littoralis) BEHMNHFET %0
BRIBIVREFOYTH o7, BAERRIZIZMIZ 2
EHEILDPBLETHESNLZD, 209 b 1 ¥Z3HA
Ly PEFLAAMBZIELRBTHREL T,
FIATHA FIZk B &, e FAJIITRBTIEMBZIET B
RE LTV AEFIERELET 505, BEEFRLRES
(BEFBICLZ2MHEBERENH 20T, BTOHREW) &
DZETHbB, LHL, FIFRYIHTOREIZOVWTIE,
L BRI LETHLEEDNS,
FATERBEILO/NIN TR, 22THA FY 7 —
HEEVRBED/-ODOARE S % U ICERT T
BLAEEND LD, OB, WMIATERAIZE->T
RiEzdo T/l b Ebhs, ZOMIBIIBAEDS
IRHEIS L WB T 5 LIRFICRO NI DA b
THEHCIDFARA LR OV, 29 LA
BOL R WHATIREAED Z OB HRBEREICH
LCTEEEREELN 2 SNTVwLREDDH S,
EHANGRBOHTA FY 7T —THHEI LTIV —
M, BREHIIZLALTE2DRTVWARVIIETD
272 (BEE3)o —7. MHREREDHMIIITIE, WO
135 O PIE & R LA % # S B AL 457 1T
L. ElOFEEE»SFZLBREARY FTHS
TYUT R A EL—D 2 0DEIZED) V— bH
BiEINTWE, 2HE50L— M+ 1) E X
BAD, BOM0IHEINTYSIED M L RKEE
BZLEITIONTWA,
EFrAH—FDEDOEENIS I X —REBFERHAL
BEICBB L, BEICE Ty AREDKPADT
7 ARSI . EIICIIEMEIC X &R
NORFAARL, BETORSHEES LITLITTRD
NTVEH, FFICKPNORPAAITEICIE, BAR
BRE, VT —OREBIVCABOREE LD 3 S TH
ERH 5,
HARERE EIE, RURARICL > THEL HIRE)IC
g, AEBLVCRENOERE)GRBE SN,
BEIOEZCTIITVF T H A F (Neritidae) O B 7%

BHRIEE ZOEBSHLTWED5, S ILEF L@

FEHRINZ O 0HOT, RURADSVEEZ
LRBBNY — XV ICEBRVEEL . BT 2
Sl CIRFTREEL, SN RE~BE LT3
EHREN G,

LEIZE LTI, 20054 9 AICIZZ 0EETEHNRE
PEIIT-NLH) L LT3 mBEEL. AEEBORHE
FTAN) AT —TCRESNDIERDSRBEL TV 5,
Frz. 7. SERAICIIAERONA FY T —FHEE
PEEBIEZRAL, BEER LI, €519
—TOEELHMT LY T—DPHEELEE, ZOVT
—TCIETETHEAZTEE., BELE2HENL %4
LTwa (BERHEIFKT HE), ZoFKL,
DHBARERE LOMELZFIERITHFERL D 2o
THBY., Hiftth, FEEVEERIC, BHHHTHLHE
FAY =T OBELZF TR, M OFEEEHLFIA
LTW/HHIOEOERE (BEE7) Th., BHEIFHT
D722 & b LERAVWTERNY 2T/
HENDHD (UREMBFTA FrL0EH) . OB
DIZZDHK, MITEEEOFGHI L Y LS T 5,

IR EOBRABEROEMICE Y, BREL S
HIFIC BT B ABEOTNERIC L 2 NGB, WE
BB THREEICHEML TV IR 2 H T
5o BIZIE, BIREABBEBES e AL D E
LEZONBHEAND 2 ODE DNV — + ETIE,
20054727 CH 3 AT 1M (575%. BH). BHED
BHH O OEFEBEAFAE LI, LA ICEILES
SEHTNDEESRR (70%. BH)., BIUESEA
DEERE GUR., ZWRER) O 2HFEELTEY,
WENRBAY I TS - CTHEBICHE INGELLE
o Tnah,

ANEORELOBEIZOWTIE, HEETIRUA &
D, KRB TOFEZICKE S 5 BHHRERDI BRI
XN TV, BERIGKSAHTH 72, LAL
19994 9 ~ 10 A D AT 4 (2 48 15 5 A BRIB RS2 BT
ERLAZAZICEID, TOWRTELVLTPAES
(Leptospira interrogans) IREHIE TdH B Z L HFERR S 1
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TWb, FFEFTDOWEB~X— (http://www.eikanken-
okinawa.jp/) BIXURITY — 7L v Mid, T OBEEHE
BEFRISREL, BELZVEBENZERY LS
ELHBHELT, BEEFUDLITTVS, ZOHATH
WCHER SN RBICBITH1ISBREFIO S b, 7HI2°
ARX—=H A FERNMEEREEETH -2 LI, FA
FYy 7 —dicRHICKPIZASL Z L id N DO L,
DAIHHBEIELEERLTVWS, ZNFTOLT A
Yo RYEEDTIEETIE., Bo CEBERAE L\ izoil,
BIXEORLEFIHENT L o B THEINAFIL
BWERONDA, HEBEEB L) 27 EHOBA
PoFHUE, A L DERIERE THRAKICHN S 7
ARYT—%TF5RIGRE, THLEVRIBHAHZ
EETFOBMEICHAL, RFEZBLLTERT HL
EhsHbHEEDNS,
F7-EFEICIE, 20044F 1 B OB TIRIAAKEF T OB
PEHICHE SN TWH, RFERIIIWHICEE)
LTwi, THIZ2005FEDEBETERNPEIEL 720
WEOLNTHBLEDOILTHL (FEZHA Y a—
W& 5),
RAEBIIEL ~5MOFA FY T -7 V=7
(BMEDEFHIZON) ., BLUBEOT A FEfkbi
W — T DO ARBAFER SN, ABERIZDOWTIL,
DT A)FsE & CTHENITRIBO 2 AT &R,
20054 8 A 2 5 MBFFARSRRERESNH VLY
=B CEBERMEABELRAELERL TV 5,
ZD2005F 12 AR OHEEREICL B & A
BTIE8 AITHICERARETH S5 —HI1278% (I X — i
948E, HKIIHE:: 9F 6 H) DAMBEHHER SN T
Wb, ABERIFRDZVEEHOY 7 — DRLIZILE
LTWaWwdS, 2H) LAy o= ThH, V7D
HREGEELeFAMIOE L, &FE, HAD3I V-
DHTHY, £V — FOITHHBEIU TS0, #l
WIETY 7= V= THFTERBNTHRET L L%
ZliEnEnd,

(3) PEHNIFE

IS, BEXEZCHBRMBRENTES5 b
DD, FA KV T L EENFIHIROLN, 4
BABERDHE R 5 BRI TDH 5,

WEEHITIZ BT BT A Ky 7 —OERRROFM %
JEB AT ) 7o, 20054 12 FAZCRR IS, FEHIZA A
Ry 7 =B ML7z. FRETE, v—L—-JlloA X
—BEAGEHEL, BHIRAREERORELTH
X—%TFhH7-t%, HHELZHFNLL V- P TKE L7,
L2LZo)— MEIBERINFBTERBINTNET A
Fy7—& LTIEHBRBPLZIOTIERL, BFIE, &£
D A1 X —ATREASE VR B T R E B O AR D 7 X
—&X¥% (K2, F1). »5IFEHEIIFOFORR L
WICRIONTOWTHREDELEENEAL TS LA
LNAMERPOHBTHI-ADEIRSINE, 2D
YT — DOSMEEIRREGAA B R, BT ET—A
5000 CTH o 7205, BMBEBN 1 ZDADHEIISED
WLE%b, T2, LECLE, Y ¥ 77— (300M)
BLUH v LT (500M) Ly LTEiz, Ihb
D&, KRIcB T Z0EOH A FyT—L L
TiZ, LR LDTHL EHBILTI W EBbh b,

AT HIE, 14:301ICH X —CHRETES L) IIHHE
BTHLEEDEDR, FEEOXLDETH X —EEY
FLDZe&i (2, HI) ISBBIL, 351K THS
DAX—EES (BE1 ; M2, H2) (ZAh o 72, &
AR, ZEMTHOZDEIIHRTE b o7, F
AL7AX—deF A IBERRE LAY T
—RERERKDO, —AFYVDOAY Y I 54 TTHo
770

~— L=l OMEEROS» SMEELET L, S
SICTHEIFOE 58 ¥ 283050478 T, fHH
INORER EFEROREY (BHE4 ;2. N2) I2F
HL7o eFAINEERELY, BEIITIRERNIIK
MEEFHT T4 MY 7 —FEZFIHER L 2R
ENTELT, FEBAREREIRBEND R VEE R
BNBH, 29 LMEDBIE &1 WIRRT Tl
EFAINATA Y7 —REOCHETOIEMLI L) 2,
BARBERELEBTELVWAAI R I TV EE
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REEH  BACHIZIIV-UXLOBREBAR

BHIZREVWEDER D, FHIDABEHICOWVT
b, b AT E BRI, 20054E 8 A A 5 HREFFFTE
EBRHRBERESND VLY ¥ — 10X 0 375 B
EFEBEIN TV 5,

PR 5 IITES TR0 DT T, THHEICHE
T5. V— MIET, F A& RIS 2R
ERIZIZEAETRDbN TV R WA, BRI ERR
B RAOO—7 (K2, N4) 2 E0EEO N T H5%
énfwt(EESHIUmo:naoAI%umm
FIZHHRIN T B, KRz FIH L T 2808
DAL Ry T —BEEFRELTVWDLLDIESHD 5,
AEOY T =R IO ABEICIEEB L 2 h o7,
FEHER (BE7;, X2, N5) BEINEVWLODE
LWiETH b, 2004 FEDHETIE, TOBEDHEH
Dl (BEE8) TRUAAHOUT—TOREIHER S
NTBY, A4 FY T —RICEENORTRAALIT R
DNTWDEZ LW TR ENTZAS, RRAEZICFITL
12HA FANDAL I a—b, FOBENERSH
2o ARETIEO - TIIHERTEL o725, RUR
AREBREDT Lo T B0 L) hOHM 2T 572012
3. 2By 7YXV OFIBHIRR &R T 5 LEN
H5b,

FATHHEOETELEAICH A EETIE, FIETD
WAL HITT. 8HERDORY v THEE LRI, L
BOBHIED20I, £72b L TELEOERY 25T
LhhiTwa,

TR, AR IE AT D TIBIIAKE L TS, A

X —3ERE BFIEVERKO 2D, BB ICHET
BT ENTEN, LALELHS, EHRERICHEN
TRERATHHIZS»rboTREANRE P72, HH
DFEIE, LETRHEACHRATON X —&EH (BRI
BABIZOELLZVERKRY 7— ~BERB L
ez~ [4 % —2 v bFiEJanJan] : http://www.
janjan.jp/area/0506/0506198555/1.php?PHPSESSID=.)
AHERR S N7220054E 6 A 12H (RETHERAMEAT1IE
DOEPIE. AE10.6 mfs) L ILETILER»TH 72
(REFTARAERTTROBIME, B3 m/s) #%, F

RO TH X — 2 KBRTIBREFICL > TR LR
BRCTH o7z h b v, KREIGHEEAKDLTH
A FEEEL72D DT, ZORMBRUEIERHT 2 EHIE
ZWA, 6 A12B DY 7 — D ARRED RV EEBRE
TT,ITEENZ S XD ERAZRETEBBI LTV
2 ERRTHBEDDIZER L,

(4) ZDftho s

IF VB LOCKREHNIEE, WFROBEEEDILE
WKHOTA5/MNTIITHS (1) WINOMIGEEDS .
HEHLVITBEIIBVNTORELEE, S IIHENT-
BETALE LT,

IF ZINTIR1990FERZE L, T KREERIZ X
2T, ANV T —=DHBENTVDS, BHid~r s
O— BRI ONMEEHrO I X% H L,
HRA—%BEN BB ALEBETZT /T4 T
1 ZBRE SN T W HER DS, 20004ERTH%2° 5. 155
REMLELCHE (BEI9) THAX—%RKED. 5612
ISHBELEREZRE, MICELI—-ARENLRENS
I otz BICEALV— P ETIE—BHEDDT
B VIERER (BE10) 2% ShTwaiEsr, #T
&, RUAAZHAOE -7 (BEE11) &% (5EE12)
PHREIN TS, FICEHICRRHNORURARHE
BT bR TWEY, ZORKRIITIETTIC, #
oLy FF—5% 7y 7 BBHLYOFVEL ST HRE
(NERE) BLURE (T4 7R A8) 25, &S
CRGAARIETHSRPBERTREON L kol
V) DS, RIHRE A NV T — 2T R b s LI
oL HMBZBHROEMRICLIV B ST D (B
K - WRE 2004, BH RKFER),

IFVNTRIOMETOHA FY T —=LRiH» 5,
ARBVOIEE R B EE CHET LV M TH
A RFYT7=2FihbhTB), BELHEVTVE, &
DNV—MIHFA FYT—=T—=LURNPLT 5 —T %
— T VTHATHRINTELZV- 1 ThHE, TV
=74 =TI NVEPOTIBRE DLV H#F TRERLT
EEIZIVBEAT LR TV, L FY T =5
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FEBREEZRODDOHBD EEAFIC, LT & Bl
TERBLTWEHRTHD, ¥AFNYT—, TV¥—
T A =T NVENETNOEBMABERIIEDL TIE% S,
FTITAET A DEVE ENLTHEOBEREREN
ORBERETLI L, BB TIRETH L, ©
L, AP 7= LIELE, F - af - BBR%
DETHA Fe LTIRABTEL2WAL 2V, 72
DT =T x =T WHBERTHD I L EITRL ) EH
(F—¥R¥E) THLHOT, V7 —)b— MZdlofE
B BRI HE B -ODOHEECEESERICHKRES
NTVBHHNPEZRLN S,

KEHHNTIX, IOANBEO 7 V—TTIIOHE 7T
v PA—VERTELHA KV 7 =55, —EROHusfE
RO OF20044F & ) B L - KB V'— ok
FNIZE o TITabhTw5b, LiNOFHER, B
RE R FHRTEAHTS 255, o zHRNTHS
ZEE, IIMETHILEEIOND, 22O YT
— L DEEIIES AT R WA, 20 7 — G
WAoo/, RICRUTRAGIZODOT—THY
7 — A TH L KEBEE LORICKE S LTV
72iEH (BEE13), v~ 7a—7BPcEE L, &%
KK TRONB I THR VY Y IR GeloinalE D 11
ERONBZEBDEY PA—VATED LN (BE
14), KESETELHBIE, 1 FY 7 —7—2L0E
L0, EHORKRFICREROFHEDENL L %o
TWzhs, Z04KE, 0—7BIUTHBOWTRD
FELe ot Bbhd, KEHNTIFEHIRT
DRPRAARIZTTIE R, VT — D% OITRETKH
KA TBEIL TS Z LR Sh, ARED/NT
NS FBT 254 K7 —0hTh, HBIZARE
HANKELREZE L RIZLTWA L W) BWERAH
H5b,

ARE TR L7 SRR EMRL. Wb EEKAIC
HHIZODrHLOET, L EOEMICTS RRRE
FoTRAMIZRBINIDDTHRVWZ EIIHNATH Y,
EFHYTHRMICESFTCHRE. FIAMT2bhTn
LRENH 5B,

3. B

ARFZETIE, BRICBT 2 BREBREAT A FY 7 —
(Bbxavy7—) BEHICL S HEMAEEOLE,
BLXUHA Ry 7—70r5 L0EMEOKRIEL. ¥
WA, HA KT —~OBN, BLUEEE~NDA
YHC - ICk o TEMLIZ, TOME. BEBERE
WKBWTHA FY7—IlE > THELUTWAS BKRRER
L EOMBEICOWT, FOEANERZHRT L0
DEBE 22 BRENET LI LD TEL, ABETI
INFTILRLZDBDIC, SHICHEHHEROMZ.
FEEIZBITLEREEBRR AT A FY 7 -1k 2 BRERE

ERE FOMBEIRD A A, HA NV 7 =2 a
1252 5 EBICOWTOIBIKILE, BELSOKERH, M
BRI ODOBEHRE, SHICHERHVEEH
REANREDBBREIZOVTOREICES AN H
mEHEDD,

3.1 HARYT—T—-LICEL3ERECLZIBR
MR DE(L

b F AR, EREBL T, ROARNH D
BABRBO—D2OTHLEF A —F0ELHEL. LIAT
POBRERE L TOFERICETZEEERSE»o 12
LEZOND, BRAOREMNZBARBIL LTI, fib
2, AP OY % < A4/ F (Heritiera littoralis)
AR, BANDT) 2 Ky DB/BBLOH Y EL—DF
BEFOND, IS 3 MiiE, HEBRRBICES
BNFHEED S BEH A, ZOFAREICIIRE
LEEVPROND,

BRI, RN, BEXOe A0 3 s e T
5 EBREBNOBBITRIE, LTO®R) TH 5,
1) @RNME . <) 2 FoD@EBLITHI EL—D
BANEHNNTROBEHICDH 5 1RG0 S B FIARTH30
5 (8km)o D, M LIRS OMRERAHE
TV BN E % €455 (2km)o 2) A
X:HFo~2ty 7 X0BRE, EITOHCS
BIEAED O 4 km EFEIH o 723512 B B ANES B
BT 2HANIET 50 DRIEBINIMOATH o 7225,
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REER | BACHIBTIV—Y XLAORREMES

HRX—=RHA NI T =BT —Li2%> TR, # X
—BEOLBEIRTE S, TEER, YF~AFY )
ENHLEAL LD BRRLTHOERICEEL, K
BEAELORERICESTREIT S I — X b KT
I DEFIN, BmACFIAPEADDH S, 3) b
FANHX @ A X —TeF AR EZICED, &
B THPTY S 4% — 5 OBOTE, B
— F 405 TELIET B,

IS IO LT, HAINHIX B L O]
X3, HEEE 25 BIAE O KB &2 A% W
T B HATOEMMN L S, EBRICHEBERICD
B RBELAHEROFLET 5 BIHHANThHE
BERE (RS 194 km, FSHERE 69.5km2) , I Z
ISR CRABB (RS 123 km, FBERK 32.3km?) O
NTH Y, WTFROBIRIZBWTHEIHMFEAIIC L
DREOBRELABVEEECRETELZZ L0 5,
KESZAZEBEET ALY ARSRT VS, —
B e FANNEIHG 2 & D &I/ L
T (R&# 32 km), BYIARDER S 50 T—KEIIZ
BHFELAZDOD, o 2 #iX & g L TR T/
BRbDTHole o THA FY 7 —7—LLLENE,
HPIB L OB X & T 5 & AsE s EE
Aol b fEMEND, A FYT—7—240
Al &5 WIS 72 5 1990 WA O BE 1Tl
HRAKBRI Y 7 —DOH 1 FEXFEATVWLEAEE
- FRIE, AREEBETOLIKRMHREET, Lrd
A FERZTTER 2L TONSPNIHEIE,P 72D
TEawh, EVIEEVRBOLELME AL DL
BoNTWE, #X—L I NVEIIDWTH YEITR
BHC. REVRIENICATS ) BEICRES AT,
Bit, COLBEFAF—SO@ERERICRLILE
BT AEEL, K, sV EAIX—%2L VL
7o ET, A PR LTHER) OPEHTH -7,

UEokHiz, 14 Fy7—7—uLlgn, #A
B X OMENHIRE N E LT, BRBIZBIF A4
HARE IS Id, 13& A CBIREEIC L 2 BAF
HOKRILDBEIFN T Wi ozbEZ bNA,

3. 2 EEMNTIO-FOBEM

HRERBREI T A FY 7 =128 o T, V7 — 5 ihis
DEHRBRENOEEIREAWICEDREE L L0 % 5K
TIEHE S 5 Z &3, BEETIEIRE RRENES
EEZOND, ZOELREBALLTIE, 1) 4 Fn
— MIABEHOS L VB TH - TH, FIZAB I
NTWBEV)ZLEHNREVD, T2k
DILENHBI2OI, RIZ—ERDOH A ¥ 7 —THK
RERE L, BREICRITATARLZOKRLLTOE
HREBPRELZLELTH, T2 £ THEBTA
ZEISHEE, 2) BEICRITAITADETH, LT L
SEHICIERREIOF L THICFE R TR
ELESERLERLLVDOT, ZOEOFEBIIRED
W, 3) e FAJIIREBD L )12, EREFHEITT
IR ENTWAHHIBTIE, BAKBRE T A FY 7 —1C
S HF AP E B LURTO BARBREIZOWTHES 2 EHR
PHRLNTW WS, AERATT TICABIE
L) EBRBREO—HIEMLLTWEELTH, Zh
ZHRBTHZLIEIBOTE LY, 4) RKiZMoeTD
SUFBEIGEVIRATH 72 L LTH, BAEYE
DKL, ERERANDREE DO NBRIRIBNIC L 508k
DEEKFIFEE FRIT 5 ETIIERAHTIEZY, D4
HERTHLIENTELLEZOND, 1) IZDWVT
. HEVIEY T -BME»SOHREICHFTL LW
VBRDDDZ LN VA, HA FYT—0BNE
DE L, BRBEIZOWTHLCADLTWS L
ZZIK VDT, BENTHLLEEZEVTHA I,

A2 LE-RENH B0 2boT, LR
B BBIEAFEDPBRTRES 620w eh b, V7T
— b= bORKER, VT =~OBM L 2FHEED
WEEid, RELBEHEIFDHDHLERX 5,

SEOFE T, BREERE AT A FY 7 —ICEHMIZ
BMTHIET, YT — V=BV 747 %
bNTVARKERTO ST LR ERERIETHZ LN TE
Tzo 72, 20064 2 A 5 BICHE T RFNRERER S
SMbntry—ERTRESNLIRY L TR
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13
Xt

FANMDOKREEZDLL VRV YL LTI, B
BCEHONA K T —BEHEIZL b M )IDET
FTON— FERNEFHEEDRE U7 S3IE0 B AR
R4 EORME S ORI T bR,

ARZEICIE, BREBRIAT A Py 7 — 12X 555
MO FERE & Fl FIX SR o B R BREEA O 5 B R Hifl
LFELZHMELTEINTVEH, SRIOHY Mk
Tid, ZOBOREBIIBILFEEE DA I 21—
DEPESES NI H o7z BIL, HFICHRBRE~D

A EBE S N BICIE, —RICEDHEROE
MAaEL R OBALHEI I HD 2N F0nE

Bbhzds, FIRANRHBOBESE L M5 A4~D
Ay a—% HEBZEHNREDLEOLFENT 7
O—Fid, SHEKOIY AT RO DHERICIE,
REGHERET LI EPEEFEIND T EPEFESN
720 PIZIFEF A —TDOEBLUHHEIIBVTE
B fihebhizl bhdhb L) FEEL, BEHD
T2 THELIDPDPVESLZ EIETERWD, 1>
FE 21— 2L BEEORIRE FMICHHET LI ENT
7o 2 EFAF—TOEBICELINETIE, Hib
+ % 7 # ¥ (Bischoffia javanica) DR \Zx 3 5 HIE
ThbNTVL—EDOHA FYT—IZLAHBER. B
FiFebhiz, ARV T —BEEIL LT HFOR
BB & UILE EORE 2 BT ORI & 55 OFEL
bR INLD, T b, BHhoBEEORRIZOW
THAANADIEE R LTI, EPOEMRTH-> T
ZOEEERBILLTWVWHILEZ S5,

3. 3 Es5CMLruELBRRERS EOME
BEREEFRTRE LTI, BEBEIIY -1 XL
HEIFMBICHIELZZFA NIy (BRELI Y —
) X LA 2002) DSEAET HAS, “~LELLD” AT
BYWRRDIZE Vo728 &, TLHSEBRHLFO
PFELTWEIZETF > T3, REXEFHENH
P RAESR L TR IMEONTVEDOTIE R
O, PUORBLEVDOTHA D, BHEMRIIICEDS
BN LIEROENL VWA NI 4 Tld, BRE

BREFOMEIBECELVDIIHALLITH S,
A NIgC oW T, “eF A NIBEROFNED
FRCETA2EE (BT S 2003) 25, [EIROF]H
B AEE L TWA, 128, "X —BIUE
BT A 1 BB L U1 ASEIEEA o AR 3
HHHOO, FNIBRELEBFMEONHTIER
Vo ERITEELDREG, FIHEE1FXEH2) OAS
EHMEISLICREL T 525, ZOFRZFMRAIIRS
NTwa\vy, FREERKGIRSZ Wz, #igic
w4 B A HEIRIEERICIIFEES T, BREREO
A2 R L0 L EFMTE RV, REY
MO WM (1H - 1E42Y) 720 AE
MEZREL, ZOBNTABHFTAKLFIHESICE
DR L Vo -BREERE L, BARNHMRIEIFT
EDLVATLEYVHPLETHLEEZOND,
AHFEIC BT 2BHNRAEB LA vy 2 —DRER
CHOMRbRE L, BRETHREER SN TV AHH
RIKERTI A Ry 7 — 12X 5 BREEOFHERL
i L7201, BRBEREOBELOEELICHERE
FELLLENDHDLEEZONLERIE, TROEY T
H5b,

(1) A (R, EES) ~ORVAAR

PR EOMINIAR U T/MRBT, JHIEA BmK i D
BIrb S, BRALEOF VINTIEH 5 ERFTL D,
YT —=l— b EIZHHRTHEBEICRTARD T 2bR
TWo, ZORRE, T TCIHIELECEHOAELE
B, BETEIORMTIRRONZWI LA, F4
Ko7 =2k 2F 25 Z0W % M5 BEOWFEE
WX DRHERSN TV, BL, ThHOMEHITL D
RIEIFR, KRR BEMIRTREBRE,
FCEBRFICHAT S L) LREPHETIELLIETET
ERMo72720I, WERRLFBWIIRT T %1
FIELR Vv, BEMRE L TofaL., FHRERIMBR
Hotzld, HAFY T Ik 2 EEELHBTEL
T, Thid, HEORBHSTELZTTL, BIK
TEHAREFDEVWEEZ LB THL, ZOHEFIL,

- -
—_ -
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A RYT—I2BWTdRBERS & Rk, FIFF
DM EHIROBTIE R BFME . FIREGHEOE=S Y
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Thai-Tai: An Exploration on an Important Factor in Ecological Ethnogenesis

— The Interdependence of Forest Ecology and Ethnic Diversification —

Gang Liu*

Translated by Bixia Chen

I focus on the interaction of historical change and environmental change, and clarify that Thai people are the

offspring of Baiyue people, have assimilated Buddhist culture. I think the natural environment of rainforest and

cultivation in the forest is the medium between the integration of the two factors and is the life zone of Thai people.

Key words : Thai-Tai group, congenetic heterogenre, integration with the Han culture, integration with Buddhist

culture, forest ecology
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Introduction

This research note was based on my report delivered in the
Thai Study Symposium in Kunming, China at the end of
2004. My report drew a lot of attentions with its contribution

to the present Thai research. And European researchers wrote

to ask me to publish my research report as soon as possible. It
is regrettable that I was not able to rewrite the report during
the past two years. At last I revised this research report in a
hurry in order to publish in the No. 2 of Area Studies.

The Thai nationality who live in the southern part of
Southwest China and the Tai who live over a wide regions
including South China and northern part of Southeast Asia
have developed from the ancient nationality group of Bai
Yue,. Since the Qin Dynasty, the Bai Yue nationality group
divided and developed into the present distribution of the Bai
yue nationality group of Zhuang, Buyi, Dong, Li, Shui,
Mulam in China and Thai in Southeast Asia etc. In this report,
I would like to discuss why Thai differs from the other
nationalities in the Bai Yue nationality group, and why there
are groups who believe in Theravada Buddhism and those

who do not believe in Theravada Buddhism among Thai

* K A SLFEB, 902-8521 HRFR T EH555, liu@okinawa-u.ac.jp

117



_rt&iétlﬂf%J 38 2007%3A

nationality. In other words, what is Thai and what does Thai
mean? Here I report my findings based on my field surveys in
the Thai-Tai habitat in South China and northern part of
Southeast Asia over the past 20 years.

1 focus on the interaction of two factors in the development
of Thai nationality: one is forest ecology and the other is belief
in Theravada Buddhism. Thai people live in an agrarian
society. Thai people can be divided into two different groups
based on whether they believe in Theravada Buddhism or not.
Thai was created to refer to these minor nationality people
since the nationality identification in 1950°s. At the same
time, there exist some other minor nationalities such as Bu Yi,
Dong, Li, Shui, Mulam and Gelao that developed from the
ancient Bai Yue nationality group. Thai people insist on their
identity, in particular for those living in the areas nearby
Burma and Laos and Thailand, such as Xishuangbanna and
Dehongzhou in the south and southwest of Yunnan province.
Thai people in the above mentioned areas have preserved
traditional Thai culture such as rice growing, colorful dress,
traditions and customs. Most importantly, Thai people in these
areas believe in Theravada Buddhism. In particular in
Xishuangbanna, all people believe in Theravada Buddhism. I
also found that those who believe in Theravada Buddhism
also preserve ecological forests, which is very important to
understand the basis of Thai nationality. In other words, when
the forest degrades, the particular culture of Thai people also
would tend to disappear. Thai people would change to
intensive cultivation, in other words, they would turn to be
similar to the Han nationality. With the above mentioned
transformation, Thai people abandon Buddhism and become
the Han nationality. In contrast, when Thai people live in a
well preserved ecological forest, the ideology of Thai people
is in harmony with Buddhism. The Thai nationality would
have continued with an agricultural life, belief in Buddhism
and living under ecological forest conditions if their lives had
not been interrupted by the establishment of new China in the

1950's and other external factors.

|. The Historical Background of Thai-Tai

1. The Historical development of

Bai Yue-Liao-Tai-Thai

In 221B.C. Qin Shi Huang conquered 6 kingdoms and
established the first unified empire in Chinese history. Qin Shi
Huang conquered Yang Yue and set up the institutional
organizations of Gui Lin, Nan Hai, Xiang Jun there and
commanded criminals to move into these areas to live with the
original Yue people for 13 years. In this way, the aboriginal
Yue people began to experience division and integration. The
historical process was recorded in Shi Ji - Nan Yue Lei Zhuan
No 53. Nevertheless, the central dynasty strengthened the
control of these areas after Zhao Tuo was appointed as the
head of Nanhai County.

In fact, Bai Yue referred to various branches of Nan Yue.
When the nations of Wu and Yue during the Chun Qiu and
War Nations Periods died out, and the people moved here and
there, and further divided and integrated and at last formed
various groups, which included Ju Wu, Yu Yue, Dong Ou,
Min Yue, Nan Yue, Xi Ou, Lou Yue. Wars among these
groups occurred from time to time and people suffered a lot
from the wars. Thus, it was recognized that people should
unify the various groups and a new group name of Liao
appeared. In other words, Liao or Jiu Liao came into being.

The early Bai Yue groups referred to an ecological group
who moved to the south of China after the Neolithic period.
Bai Yue people featured a particular ecological culture with
their different ecological living environments. The cultural
features of Bai Yue were recorded in the literature.

In about 400 B.C., people living in similar ecological
environments were unified and the Wu and Yue nations came
into being. However, in such a wide region, unification in a
political and cultural sense never existed. In other words, Bai
Yue in a cultural sense is meaningful rather than Yue Nation
in a political sense.

According to genetics research, Bai Yue groups are divided

into two main groups: East Yue centering in Zhejiang and the
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West Yue centering in Xishuangbanna. According to genetic
anthropology, DNA chromosomes provide an accurate
analysis of nationality classification. The Bai Yue group
people possess of three major features. Some nationalities
who have had contact with the Bai Yue people were also
found to possess some of the particular features of Bai Yue
people. Here I focus on discussing West Yue people. I think
the conclusion based on genetic analysis should be cautious.
External people assimilated by the culture and language of Bai
Yue were excluded from the genetic research because of the
principle of historical research of heterogenetic congene. In
fact, the research should include Sichuan and Chongging
regions (Wang, 2004).

Historical records were listed as follows.

Xin Tang Shu -+ Nan Man Zhuan Xia states that the Nan
Ping Liao group lived in the areas from present Wulong
County and Nanchuan County of Sichuan province to Tongzi
County, Zhengan County, Daozhen County, and Wuchuan
County of Guizhou province. These areas' topography
featured lots of river valleys and flat land. Malarias outbreaks
occurred from time to time in these areas. There were
poisonous grasses, sand lice and pit vipers in the mountains.
People lived in high houses and entered the houses by stairs.
These houses were named Ganlan. Women wore a dress,
named Tong Qun, which was made of two pieces of cloth
with the neck put inside the two pieces of cloth. The king's
family name was Zhu, and he was called King Jianli. Another
group called Wu Wu Liao lived where there was a lot of
miasma. People who were affected by miasma were not able
to drink medicine so that their teeth had to be pulled out to
feed them medicine. From the above historical records, we
can see that these groups were assimilated by the Han
nationality. In Zhen Guan 3* year (629 A.D.), an ambassador
brought money and goods to these areas and these areas were
appointed to be under the command of Yu zhou (Chong ging)
(You, 1998). The above mentioned groups of people have

similar traditions as current Thai people.

2. Orientation of Thai nationality

Thai-Tai integrated other nationalities in its history. Thus,
Thai-Tai is a complex with multiple structure. But what is the
ethnic boundary of Thai-Tai? People who called themselves
Thai or Dai and lived among the groups of Zhuang Dong
nationality in Yunnan province were identified as Thai
nationality in the 1950's. The identification was based on the
social and historical conditions and people's free will. But a
taking a further look at Thai people, we can find complicated
characteristics of cultivation patterns and ecological cultures.
For example, some people believe in Theravada Buddhism,
while others do not believe in Buddhism; some were engaged
in rice growing, while others cultivated crops on dry land.
Classical Thai language refers to records in sutra used by a
branch of Thai groups called Thai Gen who lived in the
current Meng Lian County in Si mao area. A certain
researcher who studies the Thai nationality pointed out that
classical Thai language has been the communication tool not
only for every branch of Thai groups, but also for all Thai
people domestic and abroad. If classical Thai language
disappears one day, communication among all Thai people
will be impossible (Liu, 2004).

Thai nationality was not the same as Dian or Yue in history.
The ethnic boundary of Thai nationality expanded or
narrowed with the area which was influenced by Buddhism.
The presently called Thai nationality was defined on the basis
of political identification in the 1950's. From the historical and
cultural aspects, Thai people can be divided into two groups of
belief in Buddhism and belief in Confucianism. Thai people
who do not believe in Buddhism should also include the
nationalities of Dong, Bu Yi, Shui and Zhuang, and even
ancestors of some Han nationality people in current Sichun
and Chongqing areas. Shi Ji + Xi Nan Yi Lei Zhuan records a
wide distribution of Bai Yue groups in Southwest China. Bai
Yue in these areas can be divided into East branches of Lou
Yue and Xi Ou and West branches of Dian Yue, and Chan.

The east branches mostly lived in the west part of Guangxi,
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East of Yunnan, North of Vietnam and the west branches

mostly lived in Yunnan, Laos, Burma and North of Thailand.

Il. Ecological orientation of Thai nationality

1. Through my surveys, I found that religion was the major
means to maintain the nationality of Thai. In other words,
when the religion that people believe in changes, the
nationality of Thai people will also change. To take the typical
habitat of Thai nationality in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan as an
example, the cultural orientations of Thai people to the north
and the south of Lan Chang River differ. This is because the
ecological and geological environments to the north of Lan
Chang River changed a lot. Thai people living to the north of
Lan Chang River did not believe in Buddhism and conducted
intensive cultivation, thus, the features of ecological culture of
these Thai people disappeared. In other words, it is easy to
understand the nationality of Thai through its assimilation of
Buddhism or Han culture. Lots of people who are between the
above mentioned two situations are called Han Thai. Han Thai
people who live in De Hong area in particular possess more
remarkable features of cultural and ecological factors than the
other Han Thai people, because the De Hong area has the
advantage of natural conditions such as large areas of wide
fertile land. With the blessed forests and fertile land, Thai
people were able to obtain the necessities with less time and
labor than Han people. Such precondition enabled Thai people
to enjoy more leisure and to worship Buddhism. Thus Thai
people believe that their culture excels the Han culture. In
other words, it is possible for us to classify nationality through
the above mentioned facts.

Then what is the culture of Thai nationality. I think that
Thai culture refers to the particular ecological culture of those
offsprings of Bai Yue groups who lived in the high land
basins and river valleys in present Southwest China and the
continent part of Southeast Asia. After interactions with other
cultures over time and assimilation of Buddhism, the

particular ecological culture of Thai people came into being

and became the Thai nationality's ethnic boundary.

2. Chinese literature records that Bai Yi who lived in the
south of Yunnan and Laos organized a suicide squad and
fought with the local government in the An Nan area (Fan
Zhuo, Man Shu, Vol. 4). Le Shi, a historical record in the Thai
language states that in 1180 (Song Chun Xi 7" year), a great
Thai leader named Pa Ya Zhen unified all the people in the
nearby 30 basins in Xishuangbana and established the Jing
Long Jin Dian Nation centering on Thai people. Pa Ya Zhen
declared himself to be subordinate, together with King Zhao
Fa to the dynasty. Then Pa Ya Zhen accepted a tiger shaped
gold seal from Pu Ti Yan (refer to Duan Xinzhi who was the
king of Da Li during Nan Song Dynasty) and was designated
in charge of the area. When he received the title, heads from
Pa Ya Jin Hong, Meng Jiao (Vietnam), Lan Na (North of
Thailand), Lan Zhang (Laos) came to express their great
congratulations and a ceremonial Di Shui (meaning "dripping
water" in English) was performed.

It is true that many people living in the basins call
themselves Thai. But what is Thai(Dai)and what does Thai
(Dai) mean. Though people might think that all Thai people
believe in Buddhism (i.e. Thai nationality such as Shui Thai,
Xiao Thai and Thai Le in Xishuangbanna), actually we know
that some Thai people believe in Buddhism, while others do
not. Thai people living in these basins began to flourish since
10" century after development and integrations over a long
period. Su Ke Tai Nation which was established in 1238
started the history of the nation of the Thai people. In fact
other Thai nationality groups experienced lots of
transformations during this period (He, 200439-56; Duan,
2004:57-61; Fan, 1991-3, 1989 supplement; Pan, 2001-1). In
other words, Thai people in this area began to adjust to society
and culture. As is well known, there was thick miasma in
South China, which was the natural barrier against the central
government's control, and which was also the boundary of
Han culture. When the ambassador, Lu Jia, from the central

government arrived, Zhao, who was the king of the Nan Yue
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felt terrified and wrote a letter to the empire to apologize. He
wrote "I was the chief of the Man Yi who was your subject
and I was isolated and discriminated against by Gao Hou; I
thought that he had written you to slander me; I heard Gao
Hou killed all of my clans and excavated graves of my
ancestors, which was why I was in despair and invaded the
boundary in Changcha (Shi Ji*Nan Yue Lei Zhuan No. 53)".
In addition, Shi Ji-Suo Yin in the same Lei Zhuan states that
people living in the south were violent and thus called Lu
Liang (the same words as "violent" in Chinese). Thus we can
see that thick miasma was the barrier against the expansion of
Han culture. It was a historical issue how to expand the
influence of Han culture. According to Shi Ji-Nan Yue Lie
Zhuan, Qing Shi Huang sent over 500,000 soldiers to fight
with Yue people and unified these areas and established
Guilin, Nanhai, and Xiangjun in the Lingnan area.

But what is known of those Thai people who do not believe
in Buddhism? T classify the Thai people group who lived in
the present areas of Cangwu, Yulin, Hepu, Jiaozhi, Jiuzhen,
Nanhai, and Rinan in Guangdong as Thai people group who
did not believe in Buddhism, and are called Liao people. That
is because people in the above mentioned areas lived nearby
Han people and had lots of contacts with Han people.
According to Xin Tang ShuNan Man Zhuan (2* Volume), in
about Xianqging 3 year, Duo Husang, the chief of Duo Sheng
Liao people who lived in the Luo area of the present Gulin
declared himself to be subordinate to the central government.
The same book also states that Ge Liao in the present Yibing,
Luzhou in Sichuan, the chief was addressed as King with
respect and named "Po Neng" and a flag was lifted when he
moved in the local area. The record suggests that
transformation to Han culture started.

As seen through the distribution of Tai group people, the
Thai-Tai group that live in Assam in India originally
developed from the Thai people group that now live in the De
Hong area in China. But it is very interesting that the Thai-Tai

group people in Assam, who do not believe in Buddhism at

present, differ in culture from the two branches of Thai Na
and Thai Le in De Hong area. In addition, Thai-Tai group
people in Assam possibly developed from the ancestors of
Thai Na people. According to the Thai Chinese Dictionary,
Ahom refers to a branch of Thai people who moved to Assam
in India in 1700 of the Buddhist Calender (1157 A.D.). Ahom
moved in Yuan Dynasty about 700 years ago from Meng Mao
Nation in present Ruili County, Dehong State.

The fairy story of Grandpa Grain Spirit reflects the
interaction process of culture of ancestors of Thai people and
Buddhist culture. Grandpa Grain Spirit-the harmonization of
Thai and Buddhist cultures discusses the successful blending
process of two cultures from contradiction to harmony (Liu,
2004, p127). Religious rites have played an important role in
the life of Thai people (Liu, 1992). For example, a profound
knowledge of water, forest, and rice growing is full of
profound philosophy. During the 1980's, I have been to nearly
all Thai people villages in the Red River Valley and villages
to the east of Lancang River and investigated the similarities
and differences of each branch of Thai people at with the
respect to living environments and cultures. Some researchers
(Fan, 2000, p1-14; Fan, 2004, p20-29; Zheng, 2004, p38)
illustrate folk culture factors to discuss the kindred of Zhuang,
Thai, Tai, Lao, and Chan nationalities. The folk culture factors
studied included the essential glossary of their language,
people's corporal measurements, migration, housing, food,
place names, belief in "heaven", folk song rhythm, music,
fairy tales of the moon, custom of moving into a new house,
belief in "Du'e"(a water monster), agricultural ceremonial
rituals by the chief in spring, usage of timbale, piping Lusheng
(a reed-pipe wind instrument), chewing a betel nut, bathing in
the same river by both males and females, cattle worship and
so on. They conclude that people of Bai Yue group who were
close to Buddhism developed into the Thai, Tai, Lao and
Chan nationalities, while those who were close to Han culture
developed into the Zhuang, Dong, and Bu Yi nationalities.

3. Concerning the Thai people living in the Red River
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valley, as above mentioned, I surveyed in 1985. And another
researcher (Zheng, 2002) also presented a paper on this aspect.
Here I summarized as follows based on my own surveys and
his research.

In the upper stream of the Red River, Thai people mostly
live in Xinping County, and most of them are Hua Yao Thai
nationality. In addition, Hua Yao Thai people also live in Qi
Ma Ba in Luchun county. Thai people consist of three major
branches of Thai Li, Thai Ka, and Thai Ya. In the lower
stream of the Red River valley, there live branches of Thai
Duan, Thai Le, Thai You, Thai You Luo, Thai Li, Thai Lang,
and Thai Liang. These Thai people do not belong to Hua Yao
Thai, but usually add some words such as Black, Red, and
White to their nationality names.

Thai people commonly live in a house called "Tu Zhang
Fang", which is almost the same as Li nationality people. "Tu
Zhang Fang"is the typical architecture of the Li nationality. In
the Red River valley, houses of Li people are almost the same.
Li people settled in the Red River valley earlier than Thai
people. It is possible that Thai people were influenced by Li
nationality culture. Thai Ka people in the upper stream of the
Red River valley mostly live in Mosha Town and Yaojie
Town, whose self-called name related to their culture. The
word "Ka" in the nationality name means "Han people". They
are also called Han Thai by other nationalities. It is said that
Thai Ka people integrated with the Han nationality over time.
Similar process occurred in Menglaba in Jinping County. All
Thai people are called Hua Yao Thai except Thai Le (Shui
Thai) and Thai Lang (Black Thai). There are branches of self
called Thai Duan, Thai Le, Thai You,Thai You Luo, Thai Li,
Thai Lang, Thai Liang in the areas in the middle and lower
stream of the Red River valley. These branches of Thai people
favor blackening teeth, and live in one storied, two storied or
three storied "Tu Zhang Fang" that are made of soil.

As is well-known, quite a few of nationalities live together
in the Red River valley. A majority of them are Ha Ni, Yi,

Han, Bai, La Gu, Zhuang, and Miao nationalities. Thai

nationality is not one of the largest groups. Here I take two
counties of Xinping and Yuanjian as examples. In Xinping
County, the number of Yi people, Thai people, and Han
people are 116,416, 38,594, and 75,816, and account for
about 47.3%, 15.8%, and 30.8% of the total population
respectively. The other major nationalities consist of Ha Ni,
and La Gu. In Yuanjian County, the number of Ha Ni people,
Yi people, Thai people, and Han people are 65,096, 37,196,
20,051, and 39,334, and account for about 38%, 21.9%, 12%,
and 23% of the total population respectively. Thai people in
these two counties live in "Tu Zhang Fang". Hua Yao Thai
people in the upper stream of the Red River valley have the
freedom to choose their spouses, which is the same as other
Thai people. Thai people originally lived in the tropical area
of the river valley, and used to fall in love and marry at an
early age. In general, when young people became to 16, 17
years old, or even younger, they began to "Mao Pao", "Pao
Shao" (both words mean to court) during various festivals.
The most typical festival is "Gan Hua Deng." People from
different branches were not allowed to intermarry in the past.
People were allowed to intermarry within the same branch;
moreover, people mostly intermarry in the same village. Every
spring, all villagers gathered under the big banyan tree to hold
ceremonial rituals, and they killed pigs and cattle beef. In the
ritual, people offered sacrifice to the dragon to pray to heaven
for favorable weather and a bumper grain harvest. On the
Spring Festival, January 1* of the lunar calendar, people used
to blacken their teeth and get tattoos. At present many people,
in particular youth, attend school, and even work outside the
area. Some people can speak Chinese; however, their ethnic
language is still mainly used in Hua Yao Thai people's lives.
The change of festival culture, which is the symbol of
traditional culture, also implies the external impact and
influence. The relatively large scale "Gan Hua Deng" in
Mosha Town was revived on February 27", 1991. The festival
of "Gan Hua Deng" was also revived in the other areas almost

at the same time, and became the most ceremonial ritual in
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this area. In about 1932, a large scale terrace in Thai
nationality area in Xinping and Yuanjian counties was
constructed (Xinping County Annals-Min Guo). This project
also suggests external impact and influence on Thai culture.

4. In a word, we might summarize that Thai nationality is a
people group of those who have assimilated Buddhist culture
and Han culture. In other words, Thai nationality has a long
history, its kindred distributed in South China and the north of
Southeast Asia. And close relatives of Thai nationality include
Zhuang, Buyi, Dong, Li, Shui, Mulao, and Gelao nationalities
in China, and people groups who use the same or similar
language in Vietnam, Laos, Burma, Thailand, and India.
According to the survey and identification in the 1950's,
people who speak Zhuangdong language, and called
themselves Thai or Dai were identified as Thai people based
on the social and historical situations and people's free wills. It
is not enough to understand the development process of Thai-
Tai people only with the recognition of Thai culture being
between Buddhist and the Han cultures. Thai people live
nearby water, worship Buddha and believe in Buddhism.
From the tradition that Thai people believe in the spirit and
soul, self cultivate and self principle, we can see that Thai
people possess the ethnic characteristics of self principle, but
not universal love. These above mentioned features
distinguish themselves from other offsprings of Baiyue
people. Even in the same group, Thai people divided in
accordance with various external ecological and cultural
factors over a long period. One major feature is whether Thai
people believe in Theravada Buddhism. The difference of
people's lifestyle under a distinguishable forest ecology and
tropical natural environment decides the historical division.
Thai nationality has assimilated Buddhist culture, which is

distinctive from other offsprings of Bai Yue people.

lll. The nationality group assimilating
Buddhist and the Han cultures

We know from surveys that religion is the major means for

Thai people to sustain their nationality. The nationality of Thai
changes with the change of their belief in religion. In addition,
the preservation of religious belief depends on the surrounding
ecology. The nationality of Thai people also changes with the
ecological change. For example, when Thai people have a life
pattern of ecological environmental orientation, they would be
close to Buddhism, choose to live nearby water, live in
Ganlan, pour water on Buddha, offer goods and money to
Buddha, read scripture and mediate. When the ecological
environment changes, Thai people turn to Han culture, and
conduct intensive cultivation. From longitudinal point of view,
some Thai people who do not believe in Buddhism also live
nearby water, but turn more easily to Han culture. From
horizontal point of view, I take the internal transformation of
Thai people in Xishuangbanna, in particular to the north of
Lancang River, as an example. Thai people in Xishuangbanna
live in an area blessed with abundant water, and were attached
to Buddhism and distinguished by their Thai traditional
culture and customs. But, after decades of social
transformation, Thai people in Xishuangbanna began to
divide. An obvious trend of changing to Han people was
found in the Thai people in the north of Lancang River who
live surrounding Puwen because they live nearby Han people
group. The internal reason for such social change is because
the ecological system and environment to the north of
Lancang River have experienced radical change. Thai people
in the north do not worship Buddha so much as those in the
south. They conduct similar intensive cultivation as Han
people. Thus, ecological culture of Thai nationality is
degrading.

2. I think that, before nationality identification, Thai
nationality can be divided into three types as follows:
integration with Han culture, integration with Buddhist
culture, or being between these above two conditions. In other
words, it is better to understand the nationality of Thai people
through its integration with Han culture or Buddhism, which

is of great significance to integrate nationality people and
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understand their culture. For example, the trend of integrating
with the Han nationality is very obvious. Though a
nationality's name could not be easily changed, the dynamics
of a nationality would never degrade. A nationality is always
changing and adapting to great changes in Chinese society.
For example, for the monks in Buddhist temples, teaching in
only one language has changed to bilingual teaching, and
changes of their housing, dress, building timber, habits and
even their senses of values (values about forest and water).

The Thai nationality is a group of people who display
ecological features, whose culture is one that integrates
ecological, social, and cultural factors.

From a political category, the Thai nationality is fixed. But
as seen from cultural, ecological and traditional factors, the
Thai nationality is always changing.

3. Compared to the distinguished ecological factors existing
among Thai people in Xishuangbanna, Thai people in the
Dehong area are distinguished by their assimilation of Han
culture. Other groups of Thai people also strongly tend to
integrate with Han people. Thai people called Han Thai
distributed in a wide areas are between those two situations.
These Han Thai people are inferior in the aspects of ecological
environment and social culture to the Thai people that live in
Xishuangbanna and Dehong area. For example, Thai people
cluster in Dehong state, and have fertile land.

The Thai nationality has been superior on ecological
culture. They used to look down on the surrounding the Han
people. "He He Tuan" is a discriminating name that Thai
people called the Han people. But in what aspects is Thai
nationality superior to the Han nationality? Based on my
surveys, I found that Thai nationality is superior in its
ecological environment, and that it is also superior in many
aspects such as religion, culture, habits, nationality spirit, their
views of values, relation of males and females, gender
(cultural perception). They conform to the principle of
Buddhism of "Preserving one's moral integrity and living

secluded apart from the world" to unify the other mountainous

nationalities and pray for local peace. However, the Thai
nationality is still inferior on the dimension of population to
the Han nationality. Thus, when the political power of the Han
nationality came, they had to choose and adjust themselves to
integrate with Han culture. It is not difficult to find such cases
in the process of social and cultural transformation in the areas
of Simao, the Red River, and Wenshan and also in the major
residents of Thai people in Xishuangbanna and Dehong. We
find problems with the classification of Thai people. For
example, the existence of Han Thai suggests quite a few
problems.

4. Studies on Thai nationality so far show that Thai-Tai
group is not an ethnic or kindred group, but a cultural group.
In the process of growing to a population of about
600,000,000, the Thai nationality has experienced not only
congenetic division, but also the heterogenetic integration.
Culture has played an important role in those development
processes. But what does the "culture” mean?

I think that culture refers to their featured ecological
culture. The ancestors of Thai people adjusted to the
ecological environment in the high land basins and river
valleys in Southwest China and the continent in Southeast
Asia and integrated their ethnic culture with Buddhist culture.
Ecological culture decides the nature of Thai nationality and
becomes its ethnic boundary. The Thai people has developed
in history on the basis of its ecological culture.

As was mentioned above, it is recorded in historical
literature that there lived "Baiyi" in the areas of the east of
Yunnan, and Laos in about the 5th century A.D. Baiyi suicide
squat was organized to fight with the local government in the
An Nan area (Fan Zhuo, Man Shu, Vol. 4). In the 10th century
A.D. of the Yuan Dynasty, in the southwest, Baiyi (refer to
Thailand) flourished most. Tofan was to its north, and Jiaozhi
(Vietnam) was to its south. Traditions and customs are nearly
the same in this area (Yuan Lijing, Yunnan Zhi Liu).
Historical records in Thai language states that in 1180 (Song

Chun Xi 7" year), a great Thai leader named Pa Ya Zhen
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unified all the 30 basins in Xishuangbana and established Jing
Long Jin Dian Nation centering on Thai people. Pa Ya Zhen
declared himself to be a subordinate, together with King Zhao
Fa, to the dynasty. Then Pa Ya Zhen accepted a tiger shaped
gold seal from Pu Ti Yan (refer to Duan Xinzhi who was the
king of Da Li during Nan Song Dynasty) and was designated
in charge of the area. When he received the title, heads from
Pa Ya Jin Hong, Meng Jiao (Vietnam), Lan Na (North of
Thailand), Lan Zhang (Laos) came to express their great
congratulations and a ceremonial Di Shui (mean "dripping
water" in English) was performed. Pa Ya Zhen had four sons.
Lao En Leng, the eldest son, was named Shi Cai Yi Lan Na
Jing Xian; Yan Bian, the second son, was named Shi Cai Ye
Meng Jiao; Yi Han Leng, the third son, was named Shi Cai Yi
Lang Zhang; San Kai Leng, the forth son, was named Shi Cai
Yi and inherited the crown. The above records show that the
Thai-Tai group had developed greatly around the 12th
century. And political unification based on Buddhism has

played a great role in the progress of the Thai nationality.

Conclusion

I focus on the interaction of historical change and
environmental change, and clarify that Thai people are the
offspring of Bai Yue people, having assimilated Buddhist
culture. I think the natural environment of rainforest and
cultivation in the forest is the medium between the integration

of the two factors and is the life zone of Thai people.
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Notes
(1) From the perspective of history and culture, Thai and Tai people are
congenetic. With the establishment of modern countries, Thai and
Tai people became an international group. New China identified the
past Tai and Thai people as Thai nationality. Thus, here I use the
word "Thai-Tai" to discuss this group on its cultural significance
but neglect the institutional and political difference.

(2) The author thinks that Thai nationality is identified as the result of
ethnic policy. Thus, I use Thai-Tai to focus on the cultural and

social aspects of an ethnic group.
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Restoration of Kachi, Traditional Fishing Installation of Shiraho Coral Lagoon:

community-based coral reef conservation and resource management

Masahito Kamimura

20064 4 A 5 HIMMERAHE L ) BRAE CEREHHES (8 D WREM) (8 L CARMMESRFTIT ) 72,
ZNIZE N I9INEOERTERUENO CHET 2 Z724H (I F 1) ORMENERI NI,

HRAE CEREGERG., ¥ TEREXREL, LFCHHATI I L THENABBORESED &) L HRE
BEOERICL > TRL SN TH 5, FABEETIE, HBOALPHEEEL, T 5P B0 RBDEREL
EERERGELTHEETTAI Ex BIELce SHIE, HOBETEEBEOBA LTI 2 L5, 4 ITHBEORS
ENBH L HIROFRIII OB EEZ D5 TH D,

—HEOBELT L AIPBICHH 2 b D TH o7z, #9107 ABOEEEBL T, EXOFIILOTHOEFLE RE
ZHIEVIRENEE > TV 5, 4. SRLEOFME SBEFH BT, I3 225 1 AR ICHIROY
YIEOREIIRY ML Z L AHFES NS,

F—T7-FIBTR. Gk, BROBE. 4> IEREE, €0 X

The Conference of conservation of Shiraho coral reef got the approval of the Okinawa Prefectural governor to use
national property on April 5, 2006. As a result, It was first case of official reconstruction of the stone fish traps in
Okinawa after came back to mainland in 1972.

The Conference of conservation of Shiraho coral reef was established by the resident in Shiraho is intended that
conservation of the coral reef and sustainable development. In this conference, it aimed for people in the region to
touch the sea, and to restore the stone fish traps as a place where children studied the knowledge of traditional life
living with coral reef and fish's ecology, etc. Because member of the conference thought that reconstructing of fish
traps and succeeding to the method leads to conservation of the coral reef environment and bringing about endogenous
development.

This reconstruction process had a bunch of very real problems. Through this reconstructing period for 10 months,
the project enhanced opportunities that local people take a hard at former culture in local life. The community
organization will be expected to work on autonomous coral reef conservation through use and the management of the
stone fish traps.

Key words : Stone fish trap, traditional fishing method, Sustainable Development, Coral Reef Conservation, commons
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