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A study on the veto power of the United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands and the expansion of
Okinawa’s autonomy and basic human rights.

ESU Yukiharu

CO=
KEFRB FTOMBETRERTYIZEZZIT TOEHBOILRLERMAEZIZICO &I SHEF
DEHECHEDRBICBNT, &L THERIIEKERBUF (USCAR: United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands) @ HEI*EJ IZDWT, FrIZH B =1k EEEHFMEZ HL
ICHETT 52 EICK D, MEREARZ L RBHEZDEERITDODNT, BHonizL Tn<,

Outline:

To clarify the significance and the role of the Legislature of the Government of the Ryukyu
Islands in realizing the acquisition and advocacy for the rights, including the expansion
of Okinawa's autonomy and basic human rights which were largely restricted in Okinawa
under the US rule, by focusing on the review of the “veto power” of the United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands (USCAR), particularly on the three labor laws and
four education laws.
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Summary

This paper attempts to study the outlines and the activities of the Legislature of the
Government of the Ryukyu Islands established as the Legislature of the Ryukyu government

(The Legislature) during the post-war period when the islands were ruled by the United
States, especially when it was under the United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu
Islands (USCAR) . The paper will examine the roles played by the Legislature, and its
significance in realizing the acquisition and advocacy for the rights, including the expansion of
Okinawa's autonomy and basic human rights during that period.

Specifically, this paper will focus on the fundamental issues of the post-war Okinawan
society, that is to expand the autonomous rights and to acquire human rights, and consider
the roles and significance of the Legislature of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands in
post-war Okinawan society, from the angles including the activities of the Legislature of the
Government of the Ryukyu Islands , the public awareness and the social trends, and starting
from there, to pay special attention on the US veto rights, especially about the three labor laws
and four education laws.

Among the legislation and legislative bills of the Legislature of the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands, this paper will focus on the bills relating to the expansion of autonomous
rights and human rights advocacy under the US rule, particularly on the cases related to the
three labor laws and four education laws that were vetoed by the US side. Thereby, this paper
hopes to shed light on the reality of the US rule of Okinawa which was implemented with an
aim to retain its function as a military base, as well as its relationship with the Legislature of
the Government of the Ryukyu Islands. With that, it is hoped that this paper will be able to
examine the roles and significance of the Legislature of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
in realizing the acquisition and advocacy for the rights, including the expansion of Okinawa' s
autonomy and basic human rights when it was under the US rule.

Key Words : The United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands, The Government
of the Ryukyu Islands, The Legislature of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands,
Veto Power, The three Labor Laws and four Education Laws, The Expansion of
Autonomous Rights and Human Rights Advocacy
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Abstract

The United States announced the direct election of the Chief Executive of Ryukyu
government in February, 1968.The winning of the election was positioned as a symbol of the
expansion of the autonomy right that Okinawa residents requested under US administration.
The Japanese and US governments aimed for winning conservative candidates by intervening
in the CE election and the Legislative election at the same time.

This paper analyzed the election intervention of Japan and the United States indirectly and
directly.

Indirect intervention is the development of the atmosphere by Japan and the United States
that conservative candidates are advantageous. Japan-United States Consultative Committee
on Okinawa was used for this meeting. Since Okinawa was eliminated, there were benefits easy
to talk informally between Japan and the United States.

The Direct intervention is that Japan and the United States had personal and financial
implications. In this paper, I first consider the process of injecting secret funds by Liberal
Democratic Party. Secondly, I consider the process of utilizing High Commissioner’ s Fund

and supporting of US military for civilian activities.

Keywords : Direct election of the Chief Executive of Ryukyu Government, Intervention, High
Commissioner’s Fund, Japan-United States Consultative Committee on Okinawa,
Nishime Plan
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How Have Okinawa and Okinawans Been Described by American Authors?:
Politics of American Writing of the US Military Foreign Islands

Yukinori TOKUYAMA *

Abstract
This paper deals with two American novels set on Okinawa, Gift of a Blue Ball (2007)
and Katsuren (2009) on the purpose of analyzing how American authors describe Okinawa and
Okinawans. Both works function to represent Okinawa as a tourist spot rather than a military
fortified island or a nightmarish battle ground.

Key Words : Literature of Travel, Okinawa as Military Island, US-Okinawa Relationship,
Representations of Okinawa and Okinawans

Introduction

Despite the fact that Okinawa has been forced to host US military bases for
over 70 years since the end of the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, the very last battle in
the Pacific War, it is quite strange that Americans’ attention to Okinawa has been
extremely scarce. According to Paul Lyons who studied American novels set in
Oceania, “neglect on various fronts of U.S. relations in Oceania as region is supported
by a variety of invested ignorance and touristic discourses. In the case of Hawaii
history, this include a massive national denial” (Lyons 7). Even if his argument might
be true, every American knows Hawaii islands. How about Okinawa which is located
in the Far East? I must say that Okinawa’ s case is much worse than those of countries
in Oceania. To the US public, Okinawa is virtually nonexistent even though it has been
regarded as a “Keystone of the Pacific” for political stability in East Asia. Moreover, it
is also true that, to most American citizens, the Okinawan islands possess nothing but
negative images of relentless battlefields where a number of the American soldiers were
killed while the GIs killed Japanese soldiers and Okinawan civilians. In a way, a word

“Okinawa” might sound like a nightmare no American wants to recall.

* Okinawa University Area Research Institute Special Researcher
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On the other hand, Americans who have a little knowledge of Okinawa know
the fact that Okinawan people oppose the US military presence on Okinawa Islands.
To understand their opposition to the US bases, one needs to learn complex problems
Okinawans confront on a daily basis. Firstly, the US military facilities occupy nearly
20% of Okinawa Island, nearly 70% of the entire US military facilities in all of Japan.
The US military presence does not contribute to Okinawan local economy any more: it
is true that the US bases had been indispensable to Okinawan economy up until 1990.
However, some experts have recently maintained that the US military facilities have
adversely affected the Okinawan economy since they cannot utilize huge lands used for
the US military bases. Secondly, most bases on such a small island are surrounded by
residential areas so that noise pollution caused by military aircraft is unbearable for
the locals. Furthermore, the accidents related to military trainings imperil residents’
lives much more often than those in the United States. Anti-US military sentiment
in Okinawa which the US media cover on occasion might make Americans hesitant to
have an interest in Okinawa. It is not an exaggeration to state that Okinawa has been
a forgotten place despite a critical role Okinawa has been forced to play for both the US
and Japanese governments. (It is supposed that Okinawa is worldwide famous among

karate communities and researchers in human longevity.)

I

How does the American literary scene fare in this regard? Although there are
brief mentions of Okinawa in On the Road (Jack Kerouac 1957) and in Even Cowgirls
Get the Blues (Tom Robbins 1976), the most notable work is Vern Sneider s novel,
The Teahouse of the August Moon (1951). It became a bestseller in the early 1950s
and later was renowned to Americans thanks to huge success of the Broadway play
version the playwright, John Patrick, adapted. The Broadway play was a tremendous
achievement, running 1,027 performances and winning a triple crown, the New York
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best American Play of the Year, the Pulitzer Prize
in Drama and a Tony Award. Eventually, this became a Hollywood film in which a
“vellowfaced” Marlon Brando acted an Okinawan interpreter for the US military
occupation organization. (Other Hollywood films set on Okinawa are The Karate Kid
part 2 [1986] and Hacksaw Ridge [2016]). Sneider also wrote his second Okinawa book
set on his fictional islands, Nakashima Islands, located between Japan and Taiwan,
employing Okinawan customs, culture and history for his imaginary region under

the US occupation. Except Sneider s two novels, no literary work set on Okinawa
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by American authors was published for the past four decades, with the exceptions of
two works, a novel called Okinawan Venture (Robert T. Frost 1958) and a play called
Okinawa Naval Mission (I. H. Rubenstein 1976) . Unfortunately, neither of them could
attract attention and has totally sank into oblivion. However, the first decade of the
21st century saw a few publications of American novels set on Okinawa such as B.
C. Street (E.A. Cooper, 2007), Gift of a Blue Ball (J. P. Tuthill, 2007) and Katsuren

(Celine Nisaragi, 2009). In this writing, I would like to mainly analyze two fairly
recent novels Gift of a Blue Ball: Path of a Fortune-teller in Okinawa and Katsuren: An
ORinawa Love Story. 1 focus on the touristic aspects of the two stories for the purpose
of exploring two authors’ philosophy and attitude to the relationship between the USA
and Okinawa.

In reading these books, I found the complexity and difficulty of American
authors’ political positionality when fictionalizing Okinawan society and its culture.
While all the authors are certainly sympathized with Okinawans and have deep respect
and affection for its culture and nature, their political attitudes (except Cooper s)
toward the US military presence is at best ambivalent. Their mixed feelings about the
US military presence tend to lead them to ignore the US military issues by centering
on Okinawa's uncanny, primitive and spiritual customs and cultures unfamiliar to
Americans. Such texts can be categorized as “literature of tourism” to American
readers.

It is noteworthy that all three novels show almost no prejudice against local
Okinawans at all. This is the great legacy these authors inherit from Vern Sneider who
sympathized heartily local people in his two novels set on Okinawa. He was proud of
serving country as military government official whose job was to help civilians who
were suffering from the severe battlefield. While realizing it is meaningful for the US
government to help reconstruct the devastated communities, Snider simultaneously
observed the inadequate way in which the US military government dealt with war-
worn civilians. Hence, his rhetorical strategy is to criticize the US oppressive and
paternalistic administration for woefully insufficient assistance given by the US
military government to Okinawa. All there novels except B. C. Street also have
something in common with Sneider’ s narratives: neither includes the US military
trainings or base issues in Okinawa. Like Sneider, Tuthill and Nisaragi exclude the US
bases and the problems resulting from those bases. A question emerges here: what
purpose did two authors have in writing a narrative set on Okinawa islands? These

two novels have something in common: fictional traveling writing. They are a good
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guide for those who are unfamiliar with Okinawa because they can function to inform
them about Okinawan society, history and culture. More precisely, they can be
categorized as “Literature of Tourism” since they reflect what Tourism theory calls

“Edutaiment” a coined word combined with “education” and “entertainment.” At the
same time, their novels can also be categorized as what Paul Lyons calls the “literature
of encounter” (Lyons 11) or what Mary Louise Pratt might call the literature of

“contact zone” (Pratt 8) since Americans stay on Okinawa islands must have been
amazing experiences, particularly in the 1950s, 60s and 70s.

Both Tuthill and Nisaragi do not simply report what they have seen or experienced
in Okinawa. Instead, their stories teach the readers something important or interesting
about Okinawa after studying and understanding Okinawan culture, customs, beliefs,
and society. Their much less orientalistic descriptions of these are accurate, authentic
and reliable. So much so, that the reader can learn many things about Okinawa. In
particular, he/she can learn the Okinawan spiritual world and its traditional customs
from Gift of a Blue Ball and Okinawan culture and history from Katsuren. In
descriptions of Okinawan culture and customs, their stories seem free from prejudice or
bias against Okinawans. It is clear that both authors were impressed with Okinawans
and their culture and have profound respect and generous affection for Okinawa.

As the stories unfold, the reader will notice that the relationships between
Americans and Okinawans become constructive and intimate. Most descriptions
reflect the authors’ sympathy and empathy for Okinawa: the American characters
are surprised and confused at Okinawan culture and philosophy at first, then they
come to greatly respect Okinawan culture and wisdom. It is worth pointing out, I
believe, that both authors succeeded in faithfully depicting everyday life in Okinawan
society and painting a true-to-life picture of the modern Okinawans without reducing
them to orientalistic positive and/or negative stereotypes of southern islanders. For
example, although the romance between man and woman is usually the stereotype of a
male American with a female Okinawan, Katsuren describes the opposite relationship
as an American woman and an Okinawan man fall in love with each other. It might
be Nisaragi' s symbolic suggestion that Okinawa and the USA should start a new
relationship. These aspects show her non-Orientalist inclination to write neither
negative stereotypes deriving from lack of understanding of different cultures nor
positive stereotypes deriving from romanticizing a strange notion and culture and
eroticizing the exotic Oriental beauty of local women.

It is also notable that both stories reinforce the importance of mutual
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understanding between Okinawans and Americans in the hope of a brighter future for
Okinawa. There are marriages between Americans and Okinawans in the both stories,
which implies that love and respect for each other that couples have are necessary
for the better relation between Okinawa and America. At the same time, how these
two authors describe the images Okinawans have about the US military presence in
Okinawa cannot be negligible since the US bases are undoubtedly the most influential
factor to the US-Okinawa relationship. Cooper’ s B.C. Street portrays the US bases
very negatively in terms of Americans’ treatment of Okinawans, in general, and young
women in particular, depicting an American adolescent who comes to empathize with
the locals’ anti-US military base movement in Okinawa. On the contrary, Gift of a Blue

Ball and Katsuren either evade or minimize the US military base issues in Okinawa

I

Gift of a Blue Ball must be a classic example of reflecting a typical attitude
Americans have about Okinawa’s strange and unique culture, customs, history,
philosophy, nature and primitive religion. Tuthill introduces so many Okinawan things
which are utterly new to Americans. The most striking is the spiritual world of yuta

(Okinawan fortune-teller) whose power is to be able to contact spirits in another
world. While his story tries to cover all of the issues Okinawans have encountered,
especially after 1945, including the horrific experiences of the battlefields in Okinawa
and the history of positive and negative aspects the US military presence in Okinawa,
Tuthill’ s main concern is to describe how decisively the past affects the present and
future, emphasizing the consequences of actions individuals take.

In reading chapters 13 through 17, concerning the details of events at The World
Uchinanchu Festival during the course of Rodger’ s trip to Okinawa, the Okinawan
reader can tell that the author must know Okinawan culture, customs and society very
well. The World Uchinanchu Festival i1s basically held in Okinawa every five years,
giving the Okinawan emigrants and about 400,000 people of Okinawan descent all over
the world an opportunity to gather to the Okinawa Islands. (The 6™ of the World
Uchinanchu Festival was held in 2016.) I believe Tuthill had a desire to show how
important people need to visit Okinawa for this occasion and how splendid this festival
can be for strengthening bonds between local Okinawans and Okinawan-descendants
living outside of Okinawa. By extension, his wish for reconciliation between Okinawans
and Americans underlies his detailed descriptions: Okinawa is worth visiting, an

interesting place rather than a notorious place the US public keeps trying to forget.
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On the other hand, this story describes a complex situation in Okinawa where
locals have no choice except to maintain the status quo, depending on the US military

presence for economic reasons.

Injustice like this combined with the benevolence of the American presence in such
areas as providing employment on base for many Okinawan people created a very
distinctive love/hate relationship. However, it seems clear to Kameko [yuta] that
the injustices and mistreatment of Uchinanchu by the Americans out weight [sic]
the benefit that the US military presence provided. Subsequently, many Okinawa
people hoped to return to Japan with its peace constitution and see the military
bases depart their island home. . . . It appeared to Kameko that the American
soldiers continually denied the Okinawa [sic] people of their human rights on one
hand, while attempting to appease them with employment and base revenues on
the other. For her this boiled down the love/hate relationship between Okinawa
and the U.S. military to its simplest forms; they d love to see them go and hate to
have them stay, but stay they must to feed their dependency. The contradiction of
this relationship reminded Kameko of an Okinawan proverb Ataishi turu atairu -

We get along well with those we can get along with well. (Tuthill 43-44)

Citing an Okinawan proverb, the author seems to suggest the contradiction of a love/
hate relationship between Okinawans and Americans will remain the same because they
need each other for several reasons, no matter how much they hate each other. This is
a paternalistic view many American GIs had before 1972 when the Okinawan economy
was extremely shaky because of the war experiences; a sentiment many probably still
have nowadays: Okinawa needs the US bases for the local economy although the human
rights of Okinawans are often violated by the US soldiers and military organizations.
In the chapter 5 “Rape to Rally, Discovery, Remembrances and Death,” yuta,
Kameko, feels her sympathy for the raped girl in 1995 and expresses hatred for the

demonstrators who she thinks used the incidents:

Kameko did not participate in the rally, or the protests, not because she did not
sympathize with the little girl that was raped, but she saw an inequality in the
protest of her people. She remembered how it was those many years ago when her
friend Akiko was gang raped by the Yakuza and how the police barely pursued an

investigation. Now, Americans rape a little girl and it makes worldwide news, and
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the civilian protest saying this would not have happened if the bases were not here.
Kameko knew in her heart that this was not only cause of rape of women and
young girls, that it was a violent crime occurring in Okinawa, mainland Japan,
America and probably everywhere in the world. She knew that it was an element
of evil in men, a sickness that was inherent in mankind and was not caused in
Okinawa only by the presence of military bases. She saw no justice in using the
traumatic experience of that little girl to feed the frenzy of the people s rally.
Kameko understood the hatred of her people toward the American presence, but
also remembered the reasons to be thankful for the US occupation with roots that
had grown for one half century. The roots grew deep like the roots of a mature
diego [sic] tree and despite the poisoning of this incident; Kameko knew that the
trees of occupation could still grow flowers. (Tuthill 67-68)

The above citation mirrors what the average Americans hope in terms of assisting
Okinawan local economy over a long period. It was a wise premise that Kameko got
educated at an American school, so that she may understand the American side more
deeply and fairly. However, the majority of Okinawans in reality were not as fortunate
as Kameko. Having foreign troops around you may not be a happy or good thing, but
because of the American occupation, the Okinawan islands became more civilized, more
modernized and economically stronger than in the prewar era. Tuthill universalizes the
rape cases by stating that evil elements in men are responsible for such horrible crimes
which can be seen not only in Okinawa but also all over the world. Kameko' s point
that there is “no justice in using the traumatic experience of the little girl to feed the
frenzy of the people s rally” is probably the most offensive statement to Okinawans
who wish such terrible crimes to never happen again. Kameko' s conviction that “the
trees of occupation could still grow flowers” is exactly what Vern Sneider had wished
for. However, it has yet to come and seems most unlikely to come in the near future

unfortunately.

m
Katsuren by Celine Nisaragi reminds me of my mentors’ definitions of great
literary works: the great literary narratives always contain the following themes: love
(romance and sex), war and death. This story also shows romance, war and death
with numerous Okinawan cultural themes. Nisaragi’ s respect for Okinawan culture are

so enormous that her descriptions of Okinawan culture, music and art are authentic
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and full of her profound attachment to it. Her book serves very well as a tourist guide
book useful for English-speaking people. Furthermore, Katsuren depicts an uncanny
Okinawan culture which sounds exotic, dangerous and grotesque. For example, the
historic monument undersea, the habu (poisonous snake), and the sea snake cuisine,
to name a few. Throughout the novel, the reader comes across a succession of things
peculiar to Okinawan culture, music, art products, beliefs, animals, insects, plants, etc.
How about the US military presence on Okinawa? A young American protagonist,
Karen, has a chance to have a talk about the US military issues in Okinawa with
Okinawan Journalist, Yu:

“ What they don’ t like is things like the incident the other day when a US
military vehicle did a wheelie in the school playground”

“Did it do any damage?” I asked, praying in my heart that no child had been
injured. “Damage isn’ t the point. A foreign military vehicle has no place on school
property.

Did you ever look out your school’'s window when you were a kid and see a truck
full of armed soldiers ripping up your playground?”

“No, I can’ t say I did.”

I tried to imagine how that would have looked to kids in Connecticut. When I
was a kid, we only saw men in uniform at the Fourth of July parade, and they
were handing out ice cream, not rampaging through our playground in military
vehicles.

“So why should Japanese kids have to see foreigners in military uniforms invading
school property?” he said.

“Hey, you' re getting pretty hot under the collar. I am an innocent bystander
here.”

Yu reached out and patted my hand. He looked sheepish.

“Busted! I' m supposed to report the news, not broadcast my own opinions. Sorry.

I got carried away.” (Nisaragi 53-54)

The above dialogue between the two reveals the typical pose of non-military Americans
as an excuse for not answering Yu' s question. On the contrary, it is an Okinawan,
who works for one of the nationwide newspapers, Yomiuri Shinbun which is very
conservative politically, that owes an apology for being offensive to “an innocent

bystander.” In this regard, Nisaragi is conscious of being non-political about
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Okinawan issues and the US military presence. This becomes clearer when Karen reads
an article Yu writes about the underwater relic around Yonaguni Island, she calls
him to congratulate him on his achievement. In the talk over the phone, Karen has an

epiphanic moment:

“Karen,” he [Yu] said. “This is what I ve been hoping for. News from Okinawa
that’ s not dark and creepily tainted by military matters. No US soldiers raping
schoolgirls coming home from Brownies. No military helicopters crashing on
college campuses and spewing the grounds with nuclear substances. I see those
Yonaguni rocks—and Katsuren—as voices from the past reminding us that what
human beings do best is to build with eternity in mind and to honor the gift of
life. History is more than wars.”

I [Karen] didn’ t know what to say. He was right, of course. Until I came here,
the first word I would have associated with Okinawa was “battle of”. Now I could
see for myself how narrow minded it was to make your own country s brief and
violent involvement in the affairs of another the lynchpin of ten thousand years of
a people” s history. The tender nudge of love stories and the urge to create beauty
shapes history, too. I may be a newcomer to the field, but already I could see it
was true. It takes many hands to make history, and some of them are quite gentle.

(Nisaragi 125-126)

Nisaragi' s rendering is much more balanced than the scene I cited from Gift of a Blue
Ball above. As an Okinawan reporter, Yu wants to report something bright, positive,
and hopeful instead of dark military-related issues. To those familiar with the US
military problems in Okinawa, they can tell what these two lines mean: “No US soldiers
raping schoolgirls coming home from Brownies. No military helicopters crashing on
college campuses and spewing the grounds with nuclear substances.” These are actual
events which happened in Okinawa in 1995 and 2004 respectively. The text reveals that
the author is very aware of the negative sides of the US military presence in Okinawa.
Furthermore, Karen realizes she was shallow enough to associate a word, Okinawa,
with the dreadful battlefield, which reflects the image the average American has,
who has no critical interest in and no understanding of Okinawa. This is an essential
account of how people’ s history is made when Yu states that Okinawan “history is
more than wars.”

Nisaragi intentionally chose archaeology for Karen' s profession: an archaeologist’ s
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point of view allows her not only to comprehend Yu' s statement but also to regard
the Battle of Okinawa as a “brief and violent involvement” (125). On the other hand,
this description about what should be part of history can function as a pretext for not
considering the negative effect of the US military presence. Over 70 years during which
the US military bases keep stationed on the small islands of Okinawa certainly is not
at all a “brief and violent involvement” in Okinawan modern history. Politics is almost
always too sensitive an issue to deal with. At the same time, it is absurd to assume that
one can keep living without considering politics. The question is how we can construct
the better relationship with international people while tackling political issues at hand.

It might be one of the most difficult tasks we must accomplish.

Conclusion

It must be challenging for Americans to write any story about regions like
Okinawa because, no matter how deeply and honestly they love and respect Okinawa,
they cannot write without mentioning the US military presence on Okinawan soil. I
presume that Vern Sneider was on the same track as Tuthill and Nisaragi in terms of
not describing the US military activities and horrible incidents directly. Postcolonial
readers might want to accuse Sneider of intentionally dismissing the US occupation
which was awfully oppressive to local Okinawans. Nonetheless, it is evident that his
two Okinawan novels, The Teahouse of the August Moon and The King from Ashtabula
both criticize the US military occupation as long as the US misunderstands Okinawa’ s
demands by implying that the US should not impose American values on Okinawan
society but listen to local residents no matter how strange their demands might sound.
Therefore, if American readers belittle his stories as fanciful and unrealistic, they
misunderstand the essence of his narratives about Okinawa. On the whole, literature of
encounter or contact zone necessarily requires sophisticated treatment of both sides.

Clearly, Tuthill and Nisaragi share a deep respect and affection for Okinawa,
its culture and its people. More importantly, they reinforce a wider perspective on
the Okinawan situation by making practical suggestions for a brighter future or by
valuing cultural power over the political problems Okinawans face in their everyday
life. On the other hand, it 1s also understandable that American authors remain on the
side of their country/government, even if they can comprehend the painful situation
Okinawans are in. One can see that there is a dilemma among American authors when
they write fiction about Okinawa: they clearly appreciate and love Okinawan cultures

and society, which enables them to develop their full potential for fictionalizing their
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experiences on Okinawa while at the same time they also want to emphasize their
conviction that the US government made a considerable contributions to Okinawan
communities and economy for the past many years. As a result, their fictional works
always seem more or less unsatisfying to Okinawan readers. In this respect, Cooper
must be an extremely rare American writer who wrote the anti-military story. Behind
this notion, I should value their achievements above their artistic/literary flaws in a
more sympathetic way: Tuthill and Nisaragi, I suppose, seek mutual understanding
for better relationship between the US and Okinawa. This is exactly what Sneider
hoped nearly 60 years ago. This is the most fundamental factor for tourism: you would
not travel in a land or country hostile to you and your own country. That is why few
Americans would visit Okinawa for a trip, assuming that Okinawans bear a strong
hatred against Americans. In this regard, I sincerely hope many Americans will read
these Okinawan novels to deepen their understanding of Okinawa even though some
aspects seem problematic to postcolonial scholars like myself. While some Okinawans
might feel apprehensive that such literature can function as a vehicle to turn Okinawa
Islands into “militourist” landscapes (Ginoza 71-74) to young American soldiers, these
novels have a great potential to strike American readers as guide books just like The
Teahouse of the August Moon as a guide of the military occupation of a foreign land.
The fictional power these two novels demonstrate should work for compromise and
reconciliation between the USA and Okinawa in the near future, especially as long as
the US military organization stays on the Okinawa Islands.
Lastly, it is fair to briefly introduce a novel called Above the East China Sea
(2014) by Sarah Bird. This must be the best literary work set on Okinawa so far,
which deals with Okinawan culture, custom and history, the Battle of Okinawa, the
US military bases on Okinawa and the American military family. Furthermore, there
are some novels set on Okinawa; Hibiscus Blood (J. E. "Buck" Ballow 2010), Okinawan
Moon (Arthur C. Oroz 2013), Okinawa 9/11 (Carlene Sobrino Bonnivient 2014), Wild
Tales from the East: Okinawa Nights Memoir (Christopher Brice 2014) and A Destiny
between Two Worlds (Jacques L. Fuqua, Jr 2015) and maybe more. As an Okinawan,
I am highly pleased to know that some Americans have an interest in Okinawa as a
crucial place for American people. I do hope American authors keep writing stories set
on Okinawa in order to sweep away negative images some Americans may have so that

Americans will eventually learn the essence of Okinawan culture and minds.
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&1 METELEER
FE FH I HERE (ha) | RUIN (kg 10a) | ‘EFER (t)
21 21/22 421 3,702 15,582
22 22/23 405 4,330 17,536
23 23/24 392 3,092 14,113
24 24/25 397 3,014 13,952
25 25/26 380 3,362 12,784
(ERHEAFRAEE2014 - E4HFE 3 H)
R2 DESLHEBRR
g | PSRRI | B G5 s EFER | 10ad/DIE
(F) (ha) (t) (t) (kg)
21~224F 19 6.52 56.00 61.00 0.9
22~ 234F 13 5.76 40.00 44.00 0.7
23~ 244F 14 6.20 04.29 09.72 0.8
24~ 254F 19 10.80 110.26 110.28 0.9
25~ 264F 19 12.90 143.29 157.62 1.1
(R&E+HR 3 B)
&3 Uy HAEHERR
g | RIEREE | RS 7o ERER 1024 DIE
(F) (ha) (t) (t) (kg)
21~224F 12 8.69 146 183 1.60
22~ 234F 12 9.97 161 195 1.60
23~ 244 12 9.29 209 230 2.26
24~ 254F 9 9.51 94 103 1.71
25~ 264F 11 6.15 163 179 2.65
(R&EHR 3 B)
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